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A WORD 
FROM OUR 
CHAIRMAN

Letters to the editor

The benefits of a refreshed 
Trust after 15 years since it was 
established by John Beveridge 
QC, continues with the 
appointment of new Trustees.  
Together our Deputy Chairman 
Kate Hobhouse, John Bodie and 
Dounia Nadar bring a wealth of 
local commercial and long term 
knowledge to the Trust.  
We welcome them and are 
grateful to all of the trustees for 
their tireless work to maintain 
and enrich the area.

In this issue we also focus on later 
licensing hours. One of our earliest acts 
when we started out in 1998 was to 
examine the impact of entertainment 
licences on the unique character of this 
beloved area of London. We remain 
vigilant and are concerned by late 
night disturbance for residents and the 
extended hours of existing clubs, bars 
and restaurants. So working with the 
City of Westminster we plan to revisit 
this topic and audit the total increase in 
hours and assess the impact.

Renewal is also a strong theme in 
this issue. There are a large number 
of Trust supported developments on 
sites across St. James’s. While we do 
not underestimate the day to day 
inconvenience that affects everyone 
who lives and works here, it is 
wonderful to see so many buildings 
as they emerge restored, from their 
scaffolding, in St. James’s Square, 
St. James’s Street as well as 
Regent Street, St. James’s. 
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Send your letters to The Trust Architect/Planner and Administrator, Atkins Ltd.

Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI, Design Director,  
Euston Tower, 30th floor,  
286 Euston Road,  
London NW1 3AT
Tel: 07803 260 700

Email: peter.heath@atkinsglobal.com

The Trustees would welcome 
letters or comments from readers 
concerning the history, architecture, 
commerce and social life of 
St. James’s, for inclusion in future 
Newsletters.

4 WILTON’S 
Jermyn Street

THE GRAND OLD 
Duke of York

14

New buildings sympathetic to their setting will 
be replacing unattractive ones such as at 
Windsor House, also improving Arlington Street, 
Bennet Street and St. James’s Street. Babmaes 
Street has a new lease of life with better paving 
and the Trust’s work has paid off also in 
St. James’s Square with an elegant layout and 
natural stone paving improvements.

Looking forward our plans include a redesigned 
website which will help us communicate our 
aims, achievements and how people can help 
contribute to the improvement of the area. 
We have revamped our regular newsletter and 
will feature those who make up the unique 
character of St. James’s. In this issue you can 
read our profile on Wilton’s Restaurant and 
Foster and Son, shoemakers of Jermyn Street.

In the coming year we hope to see even closer 
integration of initiatives for maintaining and 
enhancing St. James’s. We will continue to work 
in public and private partnerships. In particular 
we work with the City of Westminster, 
The Crown Estate, other landowners and 
developers, the Heart of London Business 
Alliance, who manage the Piccadilly and 
St. James’s Business Improvement District, the 
Jermyn Street Association, the St. James’s Square 
Trust and the wider residential and commercial 
communities, including the soon to be approved 
St. James’s Neighbourhood Planning Forum.

Andrew M. Love 
The St. James’s Conservation Trust

ST JAMES’S
CONSERVATION TRUST
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“..London par excellence 
is bounded on the North 
by Piccadilly, on the 
South by Pall Mall, on the 
East by Haymarket, and 
on the West by 
St. James’s Street...”
Theodore Hook 1870
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Wilton’s is the finest of restaurants 
and is located at 55 Jermyn Street in 
the heart of St. James’s. It is an historic 
restaurant which originally opened as 
a shellfishmongers in Mayfair in 1742. 
The original proprietor George William 
Wilton would never have guessed 
that this business would progress to 
become a world renowned restaurant 
270 years later.

Under George’s grandchildren it 
moved to St. James’s in 1806 as 
victuallers and purveyors of oysters. 
Eventually becoming a fully fledged 
restaurant in Ryder Street in 1840 
known as Wilton’s Oyster Rooms and 
run by Robert Thomas Wilton who 
took over from his mother Frances.

Robert’s son Frank became the 
licencee and the business moved 
to 12 King Street and was granted 
its first Royal Warrant in 1884 as 
Purveyors of Oysters to Queen 
Victoria and a second to the Prince 
of Wales who was known to enjoy 
oysters by the dozen.

In 1889, Wilton’s moved out of the 
family for the first time and was 
bought by a Mr David Winder and 
relocated to Duke Street for 
five years and then moved to larger 
premises in King Street. The licence 
was then taken over by a Mrs Bessie 
Leal in 1930 but in 1942 a bomb 

landed on St. James’s church 
in Piccadilly close to Wilton’s 
Oyster Rooms. 

It so happened that Sir Olav Hambro, 
the renowned banker and grand-
father of the present proprietor was 
enjoying a plateful of oysters at the 
bar and Mrs Leal, the owner, turned 
to him and said that she could 
no longer take the war and was 
going to close Wilton’s. Mr Hambro 
understood and suggested she 
should sell it to him. Mr Hambro said 
“Put this place on the Bill” having 
agreed a price of £1200 and that is 
how Wilton’s came into the Hambro 
family. The next morning 
Mr Hambro, probably thinking 
“what have I done” passed on 
30% to his friend Bruce Ottley of 
Erlangers and through Mr Ottley 
persuaded Jimmy Marks, the 
oysterman at Bucks to come and run 
the newly acquired restaurant. 

Jimmy Marks was quite a character 
and an old fashioned East Ender 
who “called a spade a spade”. In the 
austere days of wartime Britain there 
was a 5 shilling limit on bills for three 
course meals and Wilton’s was a 
favourite watering hole for Winston 
Churchill whose preferred order was 
caviar and oysters and the bill was 
left to take its course. 

Wilton’s Restaurant

Sir Olav Hambro : The Morning After 
Picture courtesy of : Wilton’s - The History : 
Cartoonist (Gale)

“...in 1942 a bomb landed on 
St. James’s church...Wilton’s owner...
said that she could no longer take 
the war and was going to close...
Mr Hambro...suggested she should 
sell... ‘Put this place on the Bill...’”

Image courtesy of Wilton’s Restaurant
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In fact he let it go for eighteen months until 
Marks tackled him: “Mr Churchill, sir, I think 
your secretary must have overlooked your 
account” “Good heavens, Marks” Churchill 
replied ”I didn’t know you were hard up.”

In 1964, Wilton’s moved to Bury Street and 
then in 1984 moved to the present site in 
Jermyn Street when The Savoy Group had a 
management contract until it was taken back 
in hand by the Hambro family led by 
Mr Jocelyn Hambro and his sons Rupert, 
Richard and James.

Wilton’s Restaurant

Today the restaurant is a hive of 
activity at lunchtime and, in the 
evenings for dinner, ably managed 
by Jason Phillips who has a wealth of 
experience in restaurant management. 
The longstanding members of staff are 
led by Michael Stokes who is on the 
front desk ready to greet his guests, 
and the head chef is Daniel Kent. It is 
a restaurant for all seasons, obviously 
specialising in traditional English dishes 
as well as modern tastes and caters for 
all age groups.

It has been a landmark in many streets 
of St. James’s for over two centuries 
and George William Wilton would be 
proud of what it is today especially 
when he was struggling to establish 
the original business in 1742 and 
members of his family (doubtless) 
warned him “would flounder within 
the month George, mark our words.”
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WATERLOO PLACE

Historic Waterloo Place, a rectangular space, filled with 
statues, memorials and bounded by magnificent buildings, 
was created between the 1820s’ and 1830s’. 
The Trust’s 1999 report : “St. James’s - A Fragile Treasure”, 
identified the opportunities for restoration of its architects’ 
original intentions and improvements to increase public 
awareness of its heritage and attractions.

Located at the southern end of Regent Street, but neglected 
as little more than a parking space and vehicle junction for 
a hundred years, it had been named in celebration of the 
famous battle that defeated the French Emperor, Napoleon 
and ended what was originally known as “The Great War”, 
or as we know today, the Napoleonic Wars. The view above 
shows a new battle : unauthorised coach parking.

Approaching 200 years from the Battle that ended the 
Napoleonic War...18th June 1815 



  |  7

As designed, the central new pedestrian spines had temporary surfaces and no bollards. 
The central space will be kept flexible for cultural events as bollards will be in sockets.

The Guards’ Crimean War Memorial : Deterrent bollards 
have had to be introduced to prevent unauthorised use 
of the new pedestrian spaces.

The open space either side of the historic east-
west route of Pall Mall, was one of architect 
John Nash’s great 18th century townscape 
innovations. It forms part of his concept for 
fashionable London, epitomised by Regent’s 
Park, Regent Street and the great Regency 
architecture of terraced houses, designed as 
palaces, such as those surviving examples 
fronting The Mall and Carlton House Terrace. 

The Trust’s persistence, in promoting 
Waterloo Place as in need of improvement, 
together with The Crown Estate’s strategy 
for improvements in phases of its land 
ownership of Regent Street and large parts 
of St. James’s, helped persuade the City of 
Westminster and Transport for London to 
form a funding partnership for the restoration 
and transformation of the whole out of date 
St. James’s one-way road system, in 2009. 
Waterloo Place was included in the second 
phase, now nearing completion in good 
time for the 18th June 2015, bicentennial 
anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo.

The main feature of the improvements 
is a new pedestrian central promenade, 
achieved by a rearrangement of the previous 
chaotic layout of parking spaces for cars and 
motorcycles. 

Parked vehicles not only blocked views to and 
from the statues and memorials in the middle 
of the road, they also left no space for people 
to approach close enough to appreciate their 
details and significance.

The project has had to evolve to deal with unexpected site problems : 
unauthorised and unwelcome uses of the pedestrian promenade before it was 
even completed. In its temporary form and initial materials, the areas meant 
to be for people on foot, quickly became abused, during the day by tourist 
coaches, and at night-time by a series of regular gatherings of “boy racers”, 
creating traffic hazards and late night nuisance to local businesses 
and residents.

The Trust worked together with the project partners and the local expertise of 
its resident Trustees, the adjoining Clubs, the Police and City of Westminster to 
agree a solution. This comprises an arrangement of removable bollards to keep 
the promenade clear of vehicles and available for people and authorised events. 
Together with improved quality surfaces in natural stone, the improvements will 
be complemented by site management and when required, enforcement of 
parking and other tough safety regulations. Improvements worthy of such an 
important moment in our history.



St. James’S SQUARE : update

Although the many historic buildings 
have seen replacement and improvements 
since the area’s 17th century origins, the 
frontages and much of the scale of these 
buildings, still retain Henry Jermyn’s 
original intended character of fashionable 
quality in a quality setting, close to the 
ancient routes and St. James’s Palace. 
 
 

In reality, the quality setting only comprised a 
hard paved original Square, and then with a 
circular and later, octagonal water basin. 
This basin was railed off as the water was 
often also the focus of locally dumped 
rubbish and general neglect that the King 
intervened, with a “…clean up your act…!” 
– enforcing a financial mechanism by Act of 
Parliament to restore in perpetuity the high 
quality setting enjoyed today.

The gardens at the heart of St. James’s Square are a 
beautiful oasis, in this most dignified historic area.

8 | 
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“...the appearance of the square hath an air of grandeur...” An observer wrote in 1776.

The St. James’s Square Trust today maintains 
and manages these private, but publicly 
accessible gardens, (open generally during 
daylight hours) an organisation which traces 
its role back to the 18th century, St. James’s 
Square 1726 Act of Parliament and has an 
archive of documents about those struggles 
over the centuries to ensure the quality of this 
important place.

In this century development has intensified in the Square with restoration of 
many of the historic façades and interiors, or modernisations, together with 
some infill sites, completely replacing 20th century poor quality predecessors 
with new buildings. The Conservation Trust has sought to negotiate sympathetic 
and excellent new design for the architectural solutions and also since 1999, 
to promote a desire for improvement of the setting of the garden Square and 
its paved perimeter. This long term plan is now nearing completion, funded 
by development contributions and promoted and resourced by generous 
contributions from the Rose Foundation and others, thanks to the Conservation 
Trust working in partnership with the City of Westminster.

 | 9

Above top : The newly improved South West corner of 
The Square with more space for pedestrians and cyclists.

Above : The St. James’s Square Trust are planning 
improvements to their garden railings and have installed this 
sample panel of the authentic style they aim to restore. 

Above : The North West corner of The Square with the London Library in the 
background, showing the widened natural stone paying as an improved setting.
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The Rose Foundation was formed and endowed in 1978 by the Trustees and Philip and Jack Rose. 
Martin Rose outlines the purposes of The Foundation and how it has supported the St. James’s 
Square Project.

The current phase of our existence came into being in 1986, when the Trustees sold their 
shareholding in a property development and investment Company.

Martin Rose has kindly assisted the St. James’s Conservation Trust with applications for grants 
towards the St. James’s Square improvement project over the years of its promotion, design 
work in 2008 – 10 and phased implementation to date.

Left : Martin Rose

Foster & Son and 
HENRY MAXWELL
Jermyn street

83 Jermyn Street is home to the two oldest 
bespoke shoemakers in London, Foster & Son 
and their sister company Henry Maxwell, which 
have traded for a combined total of almost 
450 years. 

Henry Maxwell, founded in 1750, became 
the World’s leading spur makers by the mid 
19th Century and subsequently grew to be 
notable makers of hunting and riding boots 
as well as shoes. Maxwell was the inventor 
of the Spur box, for which the Letters patent 
dated 1828 are still in the Firm’s possession, 
and a great promoter, and he and his family, 
subsequently the Maxwell Daltons, built a 
formidable reputation as the boot makers to 
the Royal family, gaining Royal warrants from 
every English monarch from George IV to our 
current Queen, and a worldwide business. 
Maxwell traditionally traded in Mayfair, at 8 & 9 
Dover Street, with an office in Paris, and were 
acquired by the Packer family in the 1970s’ 
and integrated with their Huntsman Savile Row 
tailors for 20 years. Maxwell joined Foster & Son 
under the same ownership in 1999.

The Foster business itself, founded in1840, was 
always in St. James’s (Duke of York Street, Bury 
Street and Jermyn Street) and had a stronger 
following in the City and more of an urban 
aesthetic, in keeping with its shoe as opposed 
to boot making heritage. Today the Foster 
workshop serves both brands, with the Maxwell 
clientele often seeking a more classic and 
traditional look.

Foster remained in the hands of the Foster and 
Chester families for 150 years until the business 
was purchased by an English plc in 1990, but 
it is now back in private ownership, and for 
the last eight years has been in the enthusiastic 
hands of Richard Edgecliffe-Johnson, who has 
trained up a new generation of shoemakers 

The key steps involved in making a pair of top 
quality English bespoke shoes have remained 
unchanged for centuries, handed down from 
master shoemaker to apprentice, and the Foster 
workshop is keenly aware of their reputation for 
impeccable quality and excellent fit. The crucial 
balance is to produce a shoe that delights the 
customer by reflecting his or her aesthetic, but 
also expresses the unique personality of a Foster 
shoe….as well as being sublimely comfortable!

The “house style” of a Foster shoe dates 
back to its founder Mr W.S. Foster who soon 
became known for a refined and elegant look 
characterised by subtly dropping toe shapes and 
a preference for elongating the appearance of 
the foot whilst retaining an overall impression 
of relaxed masculinity. This was further refined 
in the 1960s’ under their celebrated last maker 
Terry Moore, and their definition of the famous 
“West End look”.The toe shape is always critical 
and the Foster subtle dropping chisel toe is a 
great classic, much imitated over the years.

rose foundation
Grants to St. James’s Square

Photo top : “...The enthusiastic 
hands of owner, Richard Edgecliffe-
Johnson...” 

Photo below : Traditional means of 
shoe design by making a tracing of a 
customer’s foot in detail.

10 | 
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Foster and Son shoemaker : Shaping one half of a hand made shoe.

The Foster bespoke archive collection of 
beautiful heritage shoes is a working collection 
on permanent display at the Jermyn Street shop 
and has provided a source of design and craft 
inspiration for many of the models you see at 
other firms.

In the bespoke process, an individual wooden 
last is made for each client to fit his (or her) 
foot perfectly with the toe shape and all 
other elements of the design specified by the 
customer. The shoe is then built around the last 
by hand. A trial fitting is usually held when the 
shoe is part-made, after which the outer sole 
is stitched on by hand, the shoes polished and 
finished to the customer’s requirements.

These shoes take around nine months to 
make and each pair is unique, and the cost is 
proportionate, so a pair of these shoes will cost 
around £3,000 +VAT. 

After several decades of relative decline, 
demand for fine English made shoes and 
English leather goods is now buoyant.

The Rose Foundation provides financial 
assistance to registered charities and exempt 
bodies undertaking building projects valued 
at less than £200,000 in the London area. 
Our donation is usually between £5,000 and 
£10,000 (the amounts grant aided to the 
St. James’s Square project over a four year 
period) for anything involving the use of 
builders, in this case, unusually, to improve 
the landscaping.

The Rose Foundation has found that small building projects are unable to command 
the wealth of advice which can be sourced and afforded for large schemes. 
The Trustees have extensive experience in projects of this size both in the design and 
construction phases, welcomed by hard pressed internal administrators of charities. 
Furthermore applicants may not be able to recruit a team of fundraisers for small 
schemes. Each grant aided scheme requires no less than two visits by the Rose 
Foundation, some as many as four. Martin Rose, attended his most recent visit to 
St. James’s Square, to review progress with both key Trustees of the Conservation 
and Square Trusts and guided by Peter Heath on 18th June 2014.

An American customer 
commented recently :

“...It’s hard to credit that a 
pair of shoes can cost over 
$5,000, but these are worth 
every penny...!”
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In 1999 the St. James’s Conservation Trust commissioned a 
comprehensive document : “Conserving Historic St. James’s –  
A Fragile Treasure”, which identified issues of concern in the area 
related to an increase in late night entertainment activities.
As part of this work, a survey of existing 
licensed premises was included as 
evidence of the already large number of 
premises and their hours of operation. 
In particular, the study assessed how 
many people were arriving and departing 
the area at late closing times.

The list in 1999 identified the number 
and type of premises and closing hours :

•	 5 Hotels : midnight - 1am
•	 2 Casinos : 2-3am
•	 5 public houses : 11pm-midnight. 
•	 3 Wine bars : ranging from 

11 pm-midnight.
•	 3 Night Clubs : ranging from 

midnight to 3am.
•	 15 St. James’s Clubs : generally 

11 pm-midnight.
•	 23 Restaurant/bar uses :  

generally midnight - 2-3am.

Many premises have recently been 
seeking longer and later hours (up to 
5.30am in the case of some hotel, club 
and casino uses), under the Licensing 
Act, 2003 provisions, and most 
applications have been granted.

These consents have been achieved, 
overruling local objections which have 
been made variously, by the Trust, local 
interests and individuals and even some, 
based on observations by Westminster 
City Council officers and police 
representatives.

The St. James’s Conservation Trust is 
therefore giving priority to update all 
licensing data from the 1999 and 2003 
“A3 use : Food and Drink” Studies. 

A new study, will be undertaken in 
partnership with the City of Westminster, 
making use also, of its own data sources, 
when funds permit in 2015. 

The aim will be to document the total 
increase in hours and assess the impact 
of the increased capacity. It will also 
address arrival and departure activity 
levels. If uncontrolled, these changes 
will give rise to increases in disturbance 
to the character of the historic area, 
particularly for residents at night.

LATER LICENCING HOURS

Pall Mall Clubs looking west towards St. James’s Palace.



 | 13

...A day in the life of St. James’s

The Trustees have been reviewing 
their accessible photographic archive 
collection and have decided that there 
are not enough recent images that 
truly capture today’s : 
“Spirit of St. James’s”.  
This newsletter announcement should 
help in launching a new initiative :

The St. James’s Conservation Trust 
Open Photographic Competition 
to produce photos representing 
this quality “Spirit” under headings 
perhaps reflecting : 

•	 A Day In the Life of St. James’s.
•	 St. James’s Day and Night.
•	 St. James’s over the seasons.
•	 Further details and information 

will be available shortly.

A proposal for a new annual 
photographic competition

...the “Spirit of St. James’s”

St. James’s Church

Guards’ Crimean War Memorial

Beau Brummell

A new corner of St. James’s Square

New stair at modernised 
Fortnum & Mason
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The statue of the “Grand Old Duke of York”, from the nursery rhyme : 

Diary
A visit to The Duke of York Column and Steps

“...The illustration 
above demonstrates 
the spectacular views 
enjoyed by this 
characterful bronze 
statue...”

“...who had 10,000 men…”

The Duke’s statue overlooks St. James’s Park from his column top at the head 
of the steps from The Mall, and behind him is all of St. James’s and views 
northwards, of Waterloo Place and Regent Street.

Peter Heath, Professional Advisor to the Trust was invited by representatives of 
The Royal Parks, responsible for the maintenance of the statue and the column 
to make a unique visit to see the restoration works (on site since August 2014 
and completing in the New Year).

The illustration, demonstrates the spectacular views enjoyed by this characterful 
bronze statue undergoing re-patination and lightning protection improvements. 
The mighty column’s paved setting is also undergoing repointing, repairs and 
cleaning works. Sadly there is no regular public access via the magnificent but 
claustrophobic, granite spiral staircase, which is very narrow, with negligible 
light, and leads to a very small, low railed area at the “boot level,” of the base 
of the statue.

To ascend during the works eighteen ladders between levels external to the 
column needed to be climbed, the last three to be at eye level with the 
Grand Old Duke.

Paving : Before cleaning

Peter Heath admires Sir Richard Westmacott’s 1834 statue of the Duke.
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“...After lengthy 
discussions which way 
the statue should face, 
it was decided that it 
should look towards 
the War Office in 
Whitehall....”

Royal Park’s Project Managers and contractors for the restoration work.Paving : After cleaning
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The energies of the Trust are actively spent preserving  
St. James’s for future generations to enjoy. In running the 
Trust, the Trustees give their time free and charge no expenses,  
so the overheads of the Trust are kept to a minimum.

Most of the donations it receives are devoted to meeting the 
costs of essential planning and legal advice.

There are many calls on the Trust’s funds. Some are predictable, 
but most occur on an ad hoc basis, in response to events.  
Over the past fifteen years, the Trust has received many 
generous donations from its friends and these funds have 
been used sparingly and wisely.

The Trust only has small reserves, and without the generosity 
of its supporters, it would be unable to continue its work. 
It is estimated that our present annual expenditure will be 
about £60,000, and we still need donations to reach, at least, 
this sum. We hope for the day when we have accumulated 
sufficient regular support to go some way towards producing 
an adequate annual income.

The Trustees, therefore, welcome donations and an annual 
commitment would greatly help the Trust in establishing a 
sound financial base.

In addition, legacies made in favour of the Trust would 
materially ensure the future of the important work of the Trust.

All donations will be formally acknowledged and the 
value of donations from private individuals would be greatly 
enhanced if donors completed the Gift Aid forms which are 
available from the Administrator upon request.

Cheque donations should be made out to : 
The St. James’s Conservation Trust Ltd and sent to :

The Trust Administrator and Architect/Planner :

Atkins Ltd, 
Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI Design Director, 
Euston Tower, 30th Floor, 
286 Euston Road, 
London NW1 3AT

Mobile: 07803 260700

Email: peter.heath@atkinsglobal.com

Published February 2015

www.sjctrust.org (and new weblink forthcoming) www.stjamestrust.london

BANKERS: ADAM & COMPANY PLC ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED OFFICE: F J McDowell Esq, 
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SUPPORT FOR THE ST. JAMES’S CONSERVATION TRUST

Those who care for St. James’s are all too aware that this unique 
area is a fragile treasure which is under intense threat from 
destructive influences.

Charles De GaulleGeorge Nathaniel CurzonThe Queen MotherWilliam III

For more information on these iconic 
statues or other matters, please visit our 
website at the address below :


