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1.  To promote high standards of planning and architecture in, or 
 affecting, the area.
2. To secure the preservation, protection, development and 
 improvement of features of historic or public interest in the area.
3.  To maintain the character and atmosphere of the area, with its social  
 fabric, collection of ancient shops and private members clubs.
4.  To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and  
 architecture of the area.

 Purposes of the Trust

20th Jan 2012     The Chairman held a meeting with Alison Nimmo, CEO The Crown Estate

30th Jan 2012 The Trust’s Annual General Meeting

13th Mar 2012   Trust Reception at The Ritz

15th Mar 2012 Visit to Wentworth House. (See page 14 )

28th  Mar 2012 Trust meeting with The Rose Foundation regarding the enhancement of St James’s Square

20th April 2012  As a result of a strong letter of objection from the Chairman to an application to use the  
 ground, basement and sub-basement floors of 67 Pall Mall as a restaurant and wine bar, the   
 planning application was withdrawn by The Crown Estate

4th May 2012  Pursuant to a programme seeking to maintain the quantity and quality of art shops in St   
 James’s the Chairman held a meeting with Mr James Cooksey, Head of Regional & St James’s   
 Portfolios, The Crown Estate, as a result of which the problem with potential rent increases for   
 a longstanding dealer was resolved

14th May 2012  Luncheon at Sofitel St James’s to discuss licensing matters with Councillors and Officers of   
 Westminster City Council

10th June 2012  The Trust was invited by the new owner of 11-15 Arlington Street to discuss outstanding   
 design issues concerning the project and the public art to be associated with the development,   
 and these issues were resolved by the owner and the Chairman of the Trust, personally

12th June 2012  The Administrator briefed Sarah Porter, CEO, The Heart of London Business Alliance, on   
 the work and achievements of the Trust

1st Nov 2012  Hearing by Westminster City Council of an application, led by the Trust, for a review of the  
 premises licence of Scotch St James’s nightclub, Mason’s Yard. This resulted in conditions to   
 protect the amenity of the residents and businesses in the Yard

28th Nov 2012  The Chairman and Peter Heath, architect planner advisor to the Trust, attended a presentation   
 by Mr James Cooksey and Mr Oliver Smith of the Crown Estate on a proposed development   
 of a mixed use premises in Jermyn Street

Nov 2012 Erection of Nash Memorial Plaque in St James’s Square. (See page 4)

  Diary of Events
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The Crown Estate consists of a number of portfolios of which its ‘Urban Estate’ is the largest and 
includes its St James’s Estate, which covers about 52% of the freehold land in the Trust’s area. The 
capital value of The Crown Estate exceeded £8 billion in financial terms, for the first time, in 2012 and 
delivered £240 million to the Treasury, for the last financial year. In the West End, its transformation of 
Regent Street continues and, in St James’s, the Crown Estate have announced a £500 million investment 
programme, which will be managed on the principles of ‘Commercialism, Integrity and Stewardship’.

The Crown Estate in St James’s
Freehold properties shown in blue tones (© The Crown Estate).

Sir Stuart Hampson is the Chairman of The Crown Estate and the First Commissioner; Alison Nimmo 
CBE became the Chief Executive and Second Commissioner, in January 2012.

The St James’s Conservation Trust enjoys a warm working relationship with The Crown Estate. The 
Trust holds quarterly liaison meetings with Mr James Cooksey, the Head of Regional & St James’s 
Portfolios and Mrs Anthea Harries, Portfolio Manager St James’s Portfolio. In addition, The Trust has 
been consulted on The Crown Estate’s strategy for St James’s and has been invited to attend a number 
of presentations on developments in St James’s. Furthermore, in November 2011, the Trust was provided 
with a pro bono office in The Crown Estate property in Regent Street.

The Crown Estate is a commercial entity and it is inevitable that the Trust will not always be able to
see eye to eye with all its proposals, but it is much to be hoped that the excellent relations now in being 
will enable both bodies to work well, together, through the extremely significant process The Crown 
Estate has, now, embarked upon.

The Crown Estate in St James’s
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The Club was, originally, located at 49-51 Pall Mall and moved to its present premises, at 28 St James’s 
Street, in 1782. 28 St James’s Street is a Grade I listed building designed by John Crunden in 1775 for the 
Savoire Vivre Club, with alterations by J Buonarotti Papworth during 1821 to 1834.

When Lord Shelburne founded Boodle’s, in 
1762, he wanted to establish a Tory club, for 
gentlemen to discuss politics and play cards.
The Boodle’s Gentlemen’s Club was a political 
club, in the early years. Lord Shelburne, who 
would later become the Marquess of Lansdowne 
and Prime Minister, attracted a membership 
of dedicated Tories who wanted to meet in an 
informal club setting. The establishment was 
run efficiently by Lord Shelburne’s head waiter, 
Edward Boodle, after whom the club was named. 
Over gaming tables and club dinners, political 
alliances were formed and Tory issues argued.

Boodle’s attracted a number of famous members, including The Duke of Wellington, 
Sir Winston Churchill, Ian Fleming and ‘Beau’ Brummell, who is reputed to have 
placed his last bet at the Club, before fleeing to France.

The Club has commemorated its 250th Anniversary by donating to selected charities 
including the St James’s Conservation Trust.

Boodle’s.

Through the generous support of the Rose family and the Rose Foundation, the Trust has been able to make 
a number of contributions and improvements to St. James’s Square. Most recently, a fine bronze medallion, 
in tribute to John Nash, whose hand can been seen in various parts of the Trust’s area was commissioned and 
installed in the newly refurbished pavilion in St James’s Square gardens, with the support of the St. James’s 
Square Trust.

Nash Memorial

Boodle’s celebrate its 250th Anniversary
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The Chairman and Trustees of 
the St James’s Conservation Trust 
take pleasure in congratulating 
Her Majesty, The Queen on the 
success of her Diamond Jubilee.

As part of the celebrations, 
historic Piccadilly played host to 
The Big Jubilee Lunch, a street 
party where members of the 
public were able to register for 
a free place at the table, whilst 
others mingled amongst the stalls 
and entertainment: music from 
the house band of The Ritz, hog 
roasts provided by The Cavendish 
and Le Meredien, ice cream 

coupes from The Wolseley, whilst glorious scents from Floris London wafted through the damp air. There were 
vintage cars on show from Brookland Museum, a funfair carousel and swingboats and even a shoe-making 
demonstration by Foster & Son. The event stretched along Piccadilly from the Circus to the top of St. James’s 
Street and saw the world-famous street closed 
for the first time in its 300 year history whilst 
guests enjoyed a picnic at the street-long table 
for 500, duly decked out in red, white and blue. 
Six hour-long sittings meant a mammoth total 
picnic capacity of 3,000!

In spite of the poor weather, the event 
attracted a very large attendance, including a 
surprise visit at midday by HRH The Prince 
of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall. They 
brought along an enormous cake, decorated 
with the Union Jack, to share with their fellow 
guests, and the Duchess joked,“I’ve been up all 
night making this!”

The street party was organised by the Heart 
of London Business Alliance and involved all 
the arts organizations and businesses along 
the street, including the Royal Academy of 
Arts, BAFTA, The Ritz Hotel, The Wolseley, 
Fortnum & Mason, St James’s Parish Church, 
with the full support of Westminster City 
Council, the Metropolitan Police and the 
Mayor of London’s Office.

Businesses, large and small, contributed to the 
Diamond Jubilee atmosphere in St. James’s.

Queen’s Diamond Jubiliee
Piccadilly Big Jubilee Lunch, 3rd June 2012

Flower stand in Jermyn Street.

HRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall.

Aerial view from Fortnum and Mason.
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The Localism Act 2011 came into force in December 2011. Pursuant to this Act and associated regulations, 
among other things, a system is established, whereby specific areas can be designated, for planning purposes, as 
Neighbourhood Forums. Notwithstanding the Trust’s reservations about these provisions, the Trust has decided 
to apply for the designation of its Area of Interest as a Neighbourhood Forum.

Provided the first stage is approved by the City Council, the Trust will proceed with the second stage, which is 
to select a minimum of 21 individuals to be members of the Forum. These must be people who live, work (full 
time or part time) or are elected members of the City Council, within the designated Neighbourhood Area, 
and should be drawn from different sections of the community. The Trust is already drawing up lists of potential 
members of the Forum. Once the members have been selected, their names will be submitted to the City 
Council for approval.

The third and final stage is the production of a Neighbourhood Plan. This must be consistent with Westminster 
City Council’s new Local Plan; it must be positive and can include factors such as heritage and the unique 
character of St James’s, which will not be described in the same detail in the Local Plan. The St James’s 
Neighbourhood Plan is important because it will provide the St James’s community with new planning powers, 
including the potential to draft planning policies for the development and use of land in St James’s.

Both the Neighbourhood Plan and the Neighbourhood Development Order will be subject to a ‘legal 
compliance’ check by the local planning authority and a formal ‘examination’ (typically through a process 
of written representations rather than a hearing). At the end of the process, Westminster City Council will 
arrange a referendum, within the designated area, to ensure the community has the final say on whether a 
Neighbourhood Plan, or Neighbourhood Development Order, comes into force.

The procedure introduced under this new Act is untested. At the moment, for example, it appears to be 
unfunded, which would emasculate the Forums which, to be effective, require access to professional planning, 
licensing and legal advice, as well as a minimum of secretarial support. Moreover, many aspects of the area of 
operation of the Forums have no application to St James’s. The Trust, therefore, approaches the Neighbourhood 
Forums with caution, but feels that it must take the opportunity to do all it can to take advantage of a new 
procedure, which may give benefit to our area.

The St James’s Neighbourhood Forum

Map of the St James’s Special Policy Area.
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By now, the Olympics 
and Paralympics are just 
a memory. The Mall, on 
the southern border of the 
Trust’s area, was closed to 
traffic for several weeks, 
whilst it provided what 
must be the most famous 
finishing line in the world. 
Cycling, running and 
walking events all ended 
in this location, lined with 
supporters to cheer on the 
athletes.

Meanwhile, on Horse 
Guards Parade Ground, 
which takes its name from 
the soldiers who have 
provided protection for the 
monarch since 1660, up 
to three sessions a day of Beach Volleyball were played in the 15,000 seat arena. Locating one of the cheekiest 
sports of the Olympics in one of the most venerable parts of London was a runaway success of the Games.

St James’s plays its part in the 
Olympics and Paralympics

Lower Regent Street adorned with flags, business 
as usual.

Beau Brummel entering into the Olympic spirit!
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Mr Richard Donaldson, the Director of Adam & Company,  St. James’s, the 
private bank of the Royal Bank of Scotland, was a founding member of the Trust, 
in 1998.  He became Vice Chairman in 2005.  It was through him that the Trust 
was able to rely on the general support of Adam and Co, especially during the 
early days, when the Trust had relatively few friends on whom it could rely.  To 
this day, Adam and Company provides occasional meeting rooms and luncheons, 
for the Trust.

He retired from his Bank, in mid 2012, but was persuaded to remain as a Trustee 
and as the Vice-Chairman of the Trust, until the end of the year, but he has, 
now,  resigned,  to enjoy his retirement in the countryside.  He was a significant 
contributor to the work and success of the Trust, during the past 14 years.   
His departure is regretted by all his fellow Trustees and, in particular, by the 
Chairman, who relied on his wisdom and loyal support, throughout the ten years 
of his chairmanship.

The St James’s Conservation Trust is delighted that Mrs Virginia Chichester and 
Mrs Beverley Aspinall have agreed to become trustees.  

Mrs Chichester is a longstanding resident and involved in community affairs 
in St James’s and Mrs Aspinall was until recently the Managing Director of 
Fortnum & Mason.

Mrs Chichester came to live in her husband’s family home in St James’s almost 
20 years ago. He was born here and it is where his father, Sir Francis Chichester, 
planned his famous voyage around the world. The family map publishing 
company, also, ran from here, until earlier this year, when they closed the business.

Her husband is a member of the European Parliament,
representing the South West of England and Gibraltar, and they have three 
children; the youngest being 21; this has allowed her time to involve herself locally.

Mrs Chichester became a member of the St James’s Residents’ Society soon after it was founded by the Hon 
Dominic Elliot and she remained as a representative of St James’s when it combined with Mayfair. She was, 
also, one of the original members of the Mayfair and St James’s Safer Neighbourhood Panel, when Mr John 
Beveridge QC was its first chairman. She succeeded him and continues to chair this very useful community 
group.

She has always had strong informal links with the St James’s Conservation Trust 
and regards it as a vital and constructive force in St James’s and is delighted to 
have been invited to become a Trustee.

Mrs Aspinall has enjoyed a 30 career in retailing, holding senior posts with some 
of the UK’s top retailers. Between 2004 and 2012, she was Managing Director of 
Fortnum and Mason and. prior to that, Managing Director of Peter Jones, part of 
the John Lewis Partnership.

Mrs Apinall is Vice Chairman of the Heart of London Business Alliance, with 
a focus on Piccadilly and St James’s and a Director of Aspinall’s group.  She is a 
graduate of the University of York and holds an Honorary Doctorate in Business 
Administration. 

Changes in the Trust

Mrs Virginia Chichester.

Mrs Beverley Aspinall.

Richard Donaldson.
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The Trust depends on its professional advisers to meet its charitable objects to promote high standards 
of planning and architecture in, or affecting, the core area of St James’s. These advisers are Mr Peter Heath 
RIBA MRTPI, Design Director Atkins Public Realm and Mr Ken Sabel MSc Historic Conservation, (Cert 
Architectural History) Associate Director, Director Atkins Environment. The Trust relies, also, on the support 
of its licensing and legal advisors, to be featured in the next issue of the Newsletter.

Mr Ken Sabel and Mr Peter Heath. 

Our Professional Advisers
Planning & Architecture

Peter Heath has been the consultant architect and town planning adviser to the St James’s Conservation Trust 
from its inception. Over the last 13 years, he has been responsible, under the guidance of the Chairman, for the 
following seminal studies for the Trust, which have set the planning and architectural standards for St James’s:-

· Conserving Historic St James’s 1999

· St James’s Food and Drink Study 2004

· Architecture Suitable for St James’s 2008

Presently, he is in the process of producing the St James’s Rooftop Architecture study.

Throughout this time he, and his Atkins colleagues, have advised the Trust on all major developments in St 
James’s, as well as promoting ideas, including :-

· The St James’s two way road restoration scheme

· The enhancement of St James‘s Square

· The improvement of Waterloo Place, for The Crown Estate

· The improvement of the setting of St James’s Palace
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In addition, Peter Heath led the redesign of Trafalgar Square, Oxford Circus and Regent Street.

He was born in what is still known as “The Heath Estate”, Lewisham, where his family were brick makers 
and then developers. He was Head of Environmental Design in the London Borough of Bromley and then 
the City of Westminster, before his current post as Design Director, at Atkins Limited.

Mr Ken Sabel MSc, Cert Architectural History

In recent years, the specialist advice provided by Peter Heath, to deal with the large volume of applications 
within St James’s, has been augmented by Ken Sabel, a specialist in the historic built environment, 
supported by a team of heritage specialists, within Atkins. Ken Sabel’s first degree, was in History and 
Philosophy. His interest in the historic environment soon led him to become an Archaeologist, working 
for a number of councils. He soon started to specialise in historic building materials and then in historic 
buildings, and historic areas and obtained a Certificate in Architectural History at Oxford University and 
an MSc in Historic Conservation at Oxford Brookes University.

Transferring to the private sector in the mid-1990s and, later, at Atkins, from 2005, Ken Sabel has 
worked for a wide variety of private and public sector clients, ranging from local authorities, government 
departments and utility companies to English Heritage and the National Trust, and is widely published. 
Some of his major projects have included a study for English Heritage of the villages north of Heathrow, 
in advance of the third runway proposals; the historic built environment elements of the 2004 - 2005 
Olympic bid and the later Olympic planning application, and Crossrail. He is currently working on 
Thames Water’s Thames Tunnel and is committed to the work of the Trust in preserving and enhancing 
the special character of St James’s.

Mr. Woodham, the Trust’s First  Adminstrator

For some time past, the Trustees have been concerned that their system of administration was based 
entirely on the work of one employee, their Adminstrator, Mr. Brian Woodham, who, in consequence, 
had, in his sole person, to fulfil many different roles. Brian, a retired army officer, with a subsequent career 
in commerce, behind him, already being of an age at which most would retire, began a ten year career in 
which he acted as organiser, secretary, advocate, editor, photographer, author of investigative reports, fund 
raiser and financial officer, all of which tasks he executed without regard to the amount of his time they 
consumed. His agreeable manner and the extensive visits he made, throughout the Trust’s area, mean that 
he has become a well recognised and well liked figure in St. James’s.

The Trustees decided to make Brian redundant, this autumn, so as to implement a long delayed redesign 
of the Trust’s system of administration, which, it is believed, will, at the same time, result in efficiencies 
and economies. Atkins, a major public company, well known at large, and, in particular, to all supporters 
of the Trust, have taken over all such work, as from late November. They are equipped with a variety of 
specialist departments, which, through a senior liaison officer, will support the trust in all the aspects of  
its work.

The Trustees are most grateful to Brian for the assiduity, sacrifice of time and devotion to the cause he 
has shown, throughout his ten years in his demanding position.
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Grand House, 12 Park Place 
The Trust has been consulted 
by the developers on a new 
design for 12 Park Place.  The 
existing building is mundane 
and will be demolished and 
replaced by a building of 
high quality and architectural 
excellence to provide a new 
dwelling house comprising 
a basement, lower ground, 
ground and four upper floors.  
However, the Trust does not 
consider the very dark black 
brick is in harmony with other 
buildings in the vicinity.

Ryger House, 11-15 Arlington Street 
The Trust has been closely involved in the planning history of the proposed building since 2004 when 
planning permission was granted for a building that was unacceptable because it was not in harmony with 
the several listed buildings in the street.  In 2008, a new planning application provided the Trust to bring its 
influence to bear on the developer resulting in a much improved design.

Until recently, the development 
has been on hold; however, 
recently a Norwegian 
businessman has purchased 
the  property and is in the 
process of constructing, with 
some modifications, the 
design approved in 2009.  This 
permitted  the redevelopment of 
the site around the escape shaft 
from Green Park Underground 
Station to provide a building 
comprising basement, ground 
and six upper floors for use  as 
six self-contained flats and 
one live/work unit.  The Trust 
remains closely involved in 
this development including its 
design development of 
relevant and well designed 
public art. This will now include 
a bust of Henry Bennet, 1st Earl 
of Arlington (1618-1685) and 
bronze crafted doors. 

Grand House, 12 Park Place- Picture by SHH Architects & Interior Designer.

Planning and Licensing

Ryger House site, 11-15 Arlington Street- with the emergency exit from 
Green Park tube station on the right.
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Eagle Place, Jermyn Street.

8 & 7 St James’s Square and 6 & 5 St James’s Square.

Aura nightclub, 48-49 St James’s Street – Licensing review 
A review of the premises licence of the Aura nightclub, brought by the Westminster City
police, was heard by the City Council licensing sub-committee on 16th August 2012. A representation was 
made by the Administrator and by one of its Trustees on behalf of the residents of 73 St James’s Street.

The Trust has objected to the nuisance caused by Aura since 2003, but, it is of note that, this review appeared 
to be restricted to the period April 2011 to May 2012. The Trust, in its representation mentioned, that in 
2007, Dr Philip Hadfield, University Research Fellow, Centre for Criminal Justice Studies, School of Law, 
University of Leeds, had carried out an area visit and analysis on behalf of Westminster City Council in 
which he reported adversely on the operation of Aura.
The revocation of the licence was refused but numerous conditions were imposed aimed at eliminating 
infringements of the objects of the 2003 Licensing Act; it is considered the most effective condition will be 
the prevention of entry into the club after midnight.

Work in progress around St. James’s
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Once again, due to the generosity of significant supporters of the Trust, a reception was held at The Ritz 
Hotel, on the 13th March 2012. The Chairman, John Beveridge QC, gave an account of the Trust’s activities 
and achievements of the past year, and introduced Mr. James Cooksey of the Crown Estate who outlined the 
Estate’s plan to spend £500 million on the development of the Estate’s St. James’s properties which cover 52% 
of the freehold interests in the Trust’s area (see page 3). The reception was attended by the many friends and 
supporters of the Trust, prominent St James’s residents and businessmen, Club and City Council members.

The Trust’s Reception at The Ritz

Guests at The Ritz reception.

From left to right, Mrs Penelope Kennedy-Scott, Clerk to the St James’s Square Trust, Mr Christopher Fenwick, 
former Trustee of the St James’s Conservation Trust and Alexander Nicoll, current Trustee of the St James’s Conservation Trust 

and former St James’s Ward Councillor at the City of Westminster. 

The Trustees would welcome letters from readers concerning the history, architecture, commerce and social 
life of St James’s, for inclusion in future Newsletters. 

Letters (not for publication) containing evidence which could be used by the Trust to support or object to future 
planning and licensing applications in our area, would also be welcomed.
 
Send your letters to The Trust Administrator and Architect/Planner, Atkins Ltd., Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI
Design Director, Euston Tower, 30th floor, 286 Euston Road, London NW1 3AT 
Email: peter.heath@atkinsglobal.com

Letters to the Editor
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Following an invitation from Janine Jasper, Regional Community Manager London/SE of Sir Robert 
McAlpine Limited, (the builders of 5 and 6 St James’s Square), the St James’s Conservation Trust helped co-
ordinate a visit, on Thursday 15th March 2012, to Wentworth House, by a group made up of residents from St 
James’s Square, the Army & Navy Club, The East India Club and others. This building and site, which extends 
back to Babmaes Street, belongs to Rio Tinto.

The St James’s Conservation Trust was particularly interested to see inside Wentworth House, to see the 
care taken in conserving this important historic building. It was clear from Mr Ken Sabel’s report (the Trust’s 
heritage expert) that every care was being taken in maintaining the beauty of its interior.

This is one of the famous old buildings that can trace its history back to Henry Jermyn, Earl of St Albans, who 
sold the site in 1675, and the first building was occupied a year later, by Henry, 2nd Earl of Clarendon. 

In 1684, the building was sold to the Countess of Thanet, who lived 
there until 1691. From 1704 to 1711, it was occupied by Sir Richard 
Child when it was sold to Thomas, 1st Earl of Strafford, from the 
Wentworth family, who was the British ambassador extraordinary at 
the Hague.

In 1725, there was a serious fire at No. 4 St James’s Square and, only 
by reason of the actions of the Earl’s brother, No. 5 was not seriously 
damaged. However, in 1748-49, the building was substantially 
rebuilt for the 2nd Earl of Strafford, to the design of Mathew 
Brettingham the elder, who was also building Norfolk house, in the 
south east corner of the square, at the same time. The 2nd Earl of 
Strafford was recognised as a man of cultivated taste and a friend of 
Horace Walpole. The interior of Brettingham’s design has survived 
with remarkably little alteration.

In 1854, an additional storey was added, by Messrs Cubitt, for Lord 
Enfield, later 2nd Earl of Strafford, and the front was refaced with 
stone in an Italianate manner. Many of the existing rooms contain 
magnificent ornamentation, which will be preserved, as this visit 
was intended to demonstrate. 

Visit to Wentworth House

Mr Ken Sabel, Atkins Limited, Heritage adviser to the Trust, Mr Ayres de Souza, Chairman St James’s Square 
Trust, Mrs Virginia Chichester, Chairman, Mayfair & St James’s Safer Neighbourhood Panel.

Typical interior of Wentworth House, 
5 St James’s Square.
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The hall porter is one of the most significant figures in the private members clubs, hotels and apartments of 
St James’s. Thomas Davies is typical of men, well beyond the normal retirement age, who carry out this work 
diligently and with the utmost loyalty. Mr Davies has, recently, retired, at the age of 94, from working as part 
of the hall porters team at the block of flats at 73 St James’s Street.

He is typical of many hall porters who have served, with honour, in the Armed Forces, for many years. He 
enlisted in the Army in 1940 and saw active service, specializing in ‘radar’ and ‘transport’. At the end of the 
war, he remained in the Army and was attached to the Royal West African Frontiers Forces, as an Artillery 
Battery Quartermaster Sergeant, in Sierra Leone, from 1951-54. In 1955, he was posted to 48th Field 
Regiment, Royal Artillery and served in Germany, before going to Japan and Korea. The regiment, with 5.5” 
guns, next served in Malaya, until it was disbanded in Singapore, in 1958. In 1959, he was promoted to Battery 
Sergeant Major, in Germany, where he was awarded the Commander-in Chief ’s certificate for good service 
and devotion to duty. From 1962-83 he served in the British Embassies, in Spain and Bulgaria.

Throughout his working life, he was a keen Mason and attended functions even when overseas, wherever 
possible. In July 2003, on the instructions of the Most Worshipful The Grand Master, HRH the Duke of 
Kent, KG, the Grand Master of the Metropolitan Grand Lodge of London 
conferred on Thomas Davies the honour of London Grand Rank.

Painting of Mr Tom Davies.
London Grand Rank.

St James’s Hall Porters
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Those who care for St James’s are all too aware that this unique area is a fragile treasure which is under intense 
threat from destructive influences. The energies of the Trust are actively spent preserving St James’s for future 
generations to enjoy. In running the Trust, the Trustees give their time free and charge no expenses, so the 
overheads of the Trust are kept to the minimum. This includes paying for architectural and other specialist 
advice, legal fees and for a full time administrator. Most of the donations it receives are devoted to meeting 
the costs of essential planning and legal advice.

There are many calls on the Trust’s funds. Some are predictable, but most occur on an ad hoc basis, in 
response to events. Over the past fourteen years, the Trust has received many generous donations from its 
friends and these funds have been used sparingly and wisely. The Trust only has small reserves, and without 
the generosity of its supporters, it would be unable to continue its work. It is estimated that our present 
annual expenditure will be about £80,000, and we still need donations to reach, at least, this sum. We hope for 
the day when we have accumulated sufficient regular support to go some way towards producing an adequate 
annual income.

The Trustees, therefore, welcome donations and an annual commitment would greatly help the Trust in 
establishing a sound financial base. In addition, legacies made in favour of the Trust would materially ensure 
the future of the important work of the Trust. All donations will be formally acknowledged and the value of 
donations from private individuals would be greatly enhanced if donors completed the Gift Aid forms which 
are available from the Administrator. Cheques should be made out to the St James’s Conservation Trust and 
sent to:-

The Trust Administrator and Architect/Planner : Atkins Ltd.,
Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI Design Director, Euston Tower, 30th floor,

286 Euston Road,
London NW1 3AT

Mobile: 07803 260700
Email: peter.heath@atkinsglobal.com

Alternatively, the standing order form to be found on our website can 
be completed and sent the Trust’s bankers:-

Adam & Company Plc
22 King Street

London SW1Y 6QY
Tel: 020 7839 4615
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