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The threat to historic St James’s 
 Over the past twenty years, there has been an accelerated deterioration of the 

character and atmosphere of St James’s. Historically, it has been relatively quiet and has been 

a unique environment, with St James’s Palace, the clubs, traditional specialist shops and many 

other listed buildings. 

  The increase in large offices, restaurants and bars has brought intolerable noise 

and unwelcome footfall from the neighbouring West End. Forty years ago, Leicester Square 

had high quality restaurants and clubs and its deterioration has been brought about by the 

same factors now attacking historic St James’s. 

 

Purposes of the Trust 
 1.  To promote high standards of planning and architecture in, or affecting, the 

area. 

 2.  To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of 

features of historic, or public interest,  in the area. 

 3.  To maintain the character and atmosphere of the area, with its social fabric, 

collection of ancient shops and gentlemen’s clubs. 

4.To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and 

architecture of the area. 
 

 Recent Events  

3
rd

 May 2006 Meeting with Director of 

Transportation, WCC 

Enhancement of St James’s Square 

19
th

 May 

2006 

Trust luncheon- Attended by 

Viscount Norwich and senior 

councillors and officers of WCC 

To discuss planning protection for the 

core area of St James’s 

22
nd

 May 

2006 

Meeting with planning officers, 

WCC 

Strategic cycle route through St James’s 

31
st 

May2006 Trust’s Summer reception By courtesy of the Ritz Hotel 

1
st
 June 2006 Meeting with The Crown Estate Future of their freeholds in St James’s 

8
th

 June 2006 Meeting with Deputy Chairman 

of St James’s Square Trust  

Enhancement of St James’s Square 

19
th

 June 

2006 

Trust luncheon- Attended by Mr 

Mark Field MP, Shadow minister 

of culture, senior members of 

WCC, and the Metropolitan 

Police 

 

To discuss effects of the Licensing Act 

2003 on the core  area of St James’s 

 

Recent activities of the Trust  

Hey Jo, Abracadabra night club-

restaurant, 6 Ormond Yard 

At the Hearing on 23
rd

 March 2006, the WCC 

Licensing sub-committee refused all variations. 

The Golden Lion, 25 King Street The Trust made preparations to give evidence on 

behalf of WCC at an Appeal Hearing on 7
th

 June 

2006. The Appeal was withdrawn. 

Luciano’s Restaurant, 72/73 St James’s 

Street 

The Trust has requested and obtained action from 

the Licensing Enforcement Team, WCC, to stop 

this restaurant trading unlawfully by serving 

drinks without food. 

The enhancement of St James’s Square The City Council  seeks support from 

stakeholders in the Square 

Supplementary Planning Guidance  See article on pages  6,7and 8 

Cycle route and parking See article on cycle parking on page  5 
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The Portland Gallery 

7-8 Bennet Street 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Portland Gallery 
 

The St James’s Conservation Trust was delighted when, on 13
th

 February 2006, the 

Portland Gallery opened to the public, having taken the lease on the ground floor and 

basement of 7-8 Bennet Street. These premises measure over 500 square metres, which is a 

significant measurement under Westminster City Council’s Unitary Development Plan. For 

over three years the Trust had objected to a series of planning applications, and an appeal to 

the Secretary of State, to use this site for a “high class” restaurant. The eventual defeat of 

these applications, and the use of the premises by the Portland Gallery, proved that there are 

other more suitable uses than restaurants for such premises within historic St James’s. 

 

 

The Singing Butler by Jack Vettriano 

 

 

The Portland Gallery is owned by the 

Hon.Tom Hewlett. He was born of a Scottish 

mother and an English father, and was 

educated at Oundle and then at Cambridge 

University, where he read law. After ten 

years banking, in the City of London, he 

changed careers and, in 1984, established 

Portland Gallery to specialise in his long 

enjoyed artistic interest- the works of Scottish 

artists from 1880 to the present day. He  

specialises in the work of the four Scottish 

colourists: Cadell, Fergusson, Hunter and 

Peptoe. The Gallery also represents a number 

of leading contemporary artists, including 

Jack Vettriano, whose most famous painting 

“The Singing Butler” was sold at Sothebys 

in 2004 for £700,000 

 

  
The importance of finding a better use for premises such as these was one of the main 
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conclusions of the Trust’s “St James’s A3- Food and Drink Study 2004,” which showed that historic 

St James’s is under unrelenting threat from the growth of A3/A4 uses (licensed restaurants and bars), in 

particular the spread of such uses westwards, from the West End Stress Area focussed on Leicester 

Square. The St James’s Conservation Trust is committed to preventing the further spread and growth of 

restaurants and bars, and is working hard to control their impact on the character of St James’s. 

 

Historic St James’s is within Westminster City Council’s Central Activities Zone, but outside 

the West End Stress Area, which benefits from special planning protection against excessive restaurant 

and bar development. Nevertheless, as a result of the activities of the Trust, the City Council’s Revised 

Unitary Development Plan provides protection against such development outside a Stress Area where 

premises are in excess of 500 square metres in area, and planning permission for a new restaurant will  

be granted only in exceptional circumstances. 

 

The first application by Royal & Sun Alliance Life & Pensions for a restaurant on this site was 

withdrawn in 2003. At each stage, as further applications were submitted for a “high class” restaurant, 

they were countered by technical submissions from Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI, from Atkins Design 

Environment & Engineering, on behalf of the Trust. His submissions involved a great deal of work and 

each of them amounted to over 19 pages of technical arguments.  There was a second application ,in 

2004, which went to appeal to the Secretary of State, but was refused by The Planning Inspectorate, 

and a final application in May 2005, which was refused following a very spirited personal objection by 

Cllr Alexander Nicoll FRSA, FSA (Scot). This was followed by The Portland Gallery taking over the 

premises in 2006. 

 

The Lord Mayor (Councillor Alexander Nicoll FRSA, FSA(Scot) 

 

Cllr Alexander Nicoll FRSA, FSA (Scot), Ward Member for St James’s, was 

appointed in May 2006 to be the new Lord Mayor of Westminster. He is a steadfast supporter 

of the work of the St James’s Conservation Trust.  

 
 

He was elected to the St James’s Ward in 

1994, and has served in a number of roles, mostly 

covering planning, highways and urban renewal.  

He has also chaired the Central Area Forum. He has 

served on the Westminster Public Advisory 

Committee for a number of years and takes a close 

interest in public art issues locally. 

Outside his Council duties, he is currently 

Head of Internal Communications for the 

Archbishop’s Council of the Church of England. 

His wife Grania, The Lady Mayoress, works in 

Westminster as a Learning Support Assistant, also 

providing Special Needs Assistance at St Gabriel’s 

Church of England Primary School in Pimlico. 

 

: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC 227CD Peter Barnett, an experienced 

and highly motivated policeman has recently 

been appointed as the Beat Officer for St 

James’s as part of the Mayfair Safer 

Neighbourhood Team based at West End 

Central Police Station. He is keen to meet 

residents and business people of St James’s. 

His beat area is almost the same as the St 

James’s Conservation Area. 

 

 

 

 

Bicycles- Inappropriate parking of bicycles in historic St James’s 
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  The Trust is concerned about the large number of inappropriately parked 

bicycles and motor scooters in the area. Set out, below, are the results of a study, 

which shows the extent of the use of street furniture and private railings for parking 

bicycles. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This study was carried out on Wednesday 

29
th

 March 2006, between 1.20pm and 

2.40pm, on a fine, spring, working day and 

this showed that, throughout the area, 95 

bicycles were fixed to street furniture, or 

private railings, and 10 motor scooters were 

parked on the public footpath. It was 

observed that there are 62 official bicycle 

parking spaces places in this area and most 

of these were being used. 

 

 
 The Trust objects to bicycles being fixed to street 

furniture and private railings in the core area of St 

James’s because:- 

 

• They create a general appearance of 

disorder and slovenliness. They can cause 

harm to pedestrians, especially partially 

sighted people. 

• The owners of the private railings find this 

offensive, as can be witnessed by the large 

number of signs attached to railings, 

warning the owners of bicycles against this 

practice. 

 

  The St James’s Conservation Trust is not 

opposed to the proper use and parking of bicycles in 

the core area of St James’s and our study, therefore, 

shows that there is a need for about another 100 

official parking places for bicycles and for the 

enforcement of the rules. These could be located 

either:- 

 

• In existing car parking spaces, although the 

City Council might resist this because of the 

potential loss of revenue (assuming that 

cycle spaces could be used free of charge), 

• Or in suitable safe sites, on the public foot 

path. These may be difficult to find. 

 

Street name Bicycles 

 

(A)  

Motor 

scooters 

(B)  

Official  

cycle 

 parking  

 spaces 

Apple Tree Yard 0 1  

Arlington Street 7   

Bennet Street 1   

Blueball Yard 9   

Bury Street 3 2  

Charles II Street 1   

Carlton House Terrace 0  12 

Duke Street 2   

Duke of York Street 4   

Jermyn Street- up to Lower 

Regents Street 

3 1 12 

King Street 10   

Little St James’s Street 2   

Pall Mall- up to Waterloo 

Place 

7 1  

Park Place 7   

Princes Place-off Duke Street 9   

Russell Court 2 2  

Ryder Street 6 1  

St James’s Place 1   

St James’s Square 7  12 

St James’s Street 11 2 26 

St James’s Place 1   

Waterloo Place 2   

Totals 95 10 62 

 

Notes: A Tied to street furniture 

             B On the public foot path 

  

 

The Trust accepts that the problem of inappropriate parking of bicycles is endemic  throughout Westminster and has drawn the 

City Council’s attention to this problem. In response, the City Council confirms it has policies to promote cycle use as set out 

in the Council’s Local Implementation Plan and the Unitary Development Plan. The Council is also legally committed to The 

Mayor’s Transport Strategy to promote cycling. This is being pursued by programmes to complete the strategic cycle network 

and install public cycle stands. Cycle route 50, for example, which runs between the Mall and Regent’s Park, need upgrading. 

The existing route is very circuitous southbound around St James’s Square, and the Council is looking at ways of improving it. 

 

 

 

Supplementary Planning Guidance on Entertainment Uses- 
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St James’s 
 

Arising from the recommendations in the Planning Inspector’s report into 

objections to Westminster City Council’s replacement Unitary Development Plan 

(UDP) and the representations made by the Trust, the City Council has been preparing 

Supplementary Guidance (SPG) for entertainment uses throughout Westminster. St 

James’s, which is in the Central Activities Zone, where licensed restaurants, bars, and 

public houses are prevalent, is one of the sub-areas selected for a pilot study for 

Supplementary Planning Guidance. The St James’s sub-area boundaries are shown on 

the map below which is largely based on the St James’s Conservation Area. It also has 

taken into account the boundary of the Trust’s “St James’s A3 Food and Drink 

study” 2004, and the boundary of the West End Stress Area, abutting Haymarket and 

the southern end of Regent Street. 

 

 
 

The draft SPG for the St James’s sub area (pilot study) was submitted to the St 

James’s Conservation Trust for comment, in September 2005, and it is due to be 

presented for public consultation later this year. The Trust has welcomed the SPG 

because it recognises the special character and function of St James’s, which the 

Planning Inspector concluded may be highly material “eastwards” to any detailed 

planning decision or determination in the future. 

 

The SPG provides the following analysis: 
1.  Area profile: 

   a. Location and definition of the area. 

   b. General description. 

 

2.  Character and function: 

   a. Townscape. 

      i.  Physical characteristics of the building stock and public space 

   b. Land Use: 

      i  The prevailing pattern, mix and intensity of land use; 

      ii location and density of residential uses; and 

      iii where appropriate specialist clusters. 

  c. Scale of entertainment uses, between residential, entertainment and other land uses; 
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      i. the scale, character and intensity of entertainment activity, including hours of  operation     

and capacity.                     

 

3.  Amenity: 

   a. Anti-social behaviour and crime; 

      i. their scale and other characteristics; 

      ii. late night noise. 

   b. Movement; 

      i. accessibility and availability of public transport; 

      ii  patterns of pedestrian and vehicle movement, particularly at night. 

 

Set out below are some of the salient points made in the draft SPG for St James’s. 

 

Character and Function of the core area of St James’s 
Evidence of the uniqueness of the character and function of St James’s is 

provided by the Conservation Audit for St James’s (produced with assistance from the 

Trust) and our Trust’s study “Conserving Historic St James’s, 1999”. 

 

Townscape 

St James’s boasts one of the highest concentrations of listed buildings and 

street furniture in the country. The streets have remained in the original 17
th

 century 

grid iron street pattern. St James’s was originally the home of royalty and aristocrats. 

The townscape is ornate, with the majority of buildings being of classical design and 

heavy use of white stucco, columns and elaborate cornices. 

 

Land use 

The area comprises a mixture of commercial and residential uses. West of St 

James’s Square is a number of art galleries and auction houses. Jermyn Street is well 

known for its high quality bespoke tailors whilst Pall Mall is known for its private 

members’ clubs. Piccadilly is lined by large commercial buildings, and the Ritz Hotel. 

The percentage breakdown of ground floor land uses is shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specialist Clusters 

There are a number of historic Members’ Clubs focussed  around St James’s 

Street and Pall Mall, including the Athenaeum, Reform and Travellers Club, Boodles, 

White’s, Brooks’s, the Carlton Club and the RAC. Other clubs are distributed 

throughout the Conservation Area and include the St James’s Club and the Royal 

Over-Seas League, in Park Place. In addition to Members’ Clubs, there are several 

hotels, the most notable being the Ritz in Arlington Street. 

 
Retail activities are concentrated in the north of the area. There are retailers of antiquity and 

international renown. There are shirt makers, tailors, food outlets and perfumeries in Jermyn 
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Street, and wine merchants, hatters and bootmakers in St James’s Street. These all add to the 

character of the area. 

 

Balance of Uses 

The map below shows the ground floor uses in the main commercial area of St 

James’s where nearly all the entertainment uses are located. The principal ground floor uses 

are shops and offices. Entertainment uses account for approximately 14% of all ground floor 

uses including Members’ Clubs. Entertainment uses include 12% food and drink food and 

drink uses, which has risen from 10% in 1998. 

 

 
 

Amenity 

The map below shows the location of entertainment uses and assembly and the night 

time pedestrian counts in St James’s. 

 
 

Conclusion- Comments by the St James’s Conservation Trust 

The St James’s Conservation Trust welcomes the introduction of the St James’s SPG. It is a 

unique and fragile area, and considers that the SPG, once adopted by Westminster City Council, will 

provide much needed planning protection to counter the continuous onslaught of unwelcome 

entertainment planning applications. 
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Countess of Lovelace- Computer pioneer 
 

Augusta Ada King, Countess 

of Lovelace, Nee Lady Byron (born 10
th

 

December 1815, Piccadilly Terrace, Middlesex- 

died 29
th

 November 1852, Marylebone.) She 

was a mathematician, and associate of Charles 

Babbage, for whose prototype of a digital  

computer she created a program.  She has been 

called the first computer programmer. 

She was the daughter of the of the 6
th
 

Lord Byron (the famous poet) and Annabella 

Milbanke Byron: they legally separated two

months after her birth. Her father then left 

Britain for ever, and his daughter never knew 

him personally. She was educated privately by 

tutors and then self educated, but was helped in 

her advanced studies by Augustus De Morgan, 

the first professor of mathematics at the 

University of London. On 8
th

 July 1835, she 

married William King, 8
th

 Baron King; and, 

when he was created an Earl in 1838, she 

became Countess of Lovelace. 

Plaque on 12 St James’s Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Countess of Lovelace 
 

 

She became interested in Babbage’s machines as 

early as 1833 and, most notably, in 1843 came to translate 

and annotate an article written by the Italian mathematician 

and engineer Luigi Federico Menabrea, “Notions sur la 

machine analytique de Charles Babbage” (1842; Elements 

of Charles Babbage’s Analytical Machine”). Her detailed 

and elaborate annotations (especially her description of how 

the proposed “Analytical Engine” could be programmed to 

compute Bernouli numbers) were excellent; “the Analytical 

Engine,” she said, “weaves algebraic patterns just as the 

Jacquard-loom weaves flowers and leaves.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituary 

Giles Shepard Esq CBE. 
Trustee,  

Giles Shepard CBE, Esq. who died recently, aged 69, was a long standing Trustee of the St James’s 

Conservation Trust. The following announcement appeared in the Daily Telegraph Business News on 25
th

 April 

2006.  

“Doyen of London Hotels 

Giles Shepard, one of the dominating figures in the London hotel scene during the past 25 years, has 

died aged 69. The no-nonsense Mr Shepard, still chairman of top catering group Searcy Tinsley, had 

the distinction of being associated with the cream of London Hotels, the Savoy, Ritz and the 

Dorchester either as director or managing director in a tumultuous period stretching from 1979 to 

2004. The ex-Coldstream Guardsman, a former High Sheriff of Greater London, was a patrician 

figure, who ran his  hotels with military precision and numbered embroidery among his recreations.” 

  



 10 

 

 

William Pitt- The Younger 200
th

 anniversary of his death. 

Prime Minister 1783-1801 and 1804-1806 
 

 

William Pitt, the Younger was the 

second son of the Earl of Chatham, William 

Pitt, the Elder. He was born in 1759, and 

died in January1806, aged 46, in his second 

term as Tory Prime Minister. He was just 22 

when he entered Parliament, and 24 when he 

became Prime Minister, a post he held  for 

17 years. He was a brilliant orator and 

classicist, and retained his position as Prime 

Minister due to George III’s confidence in 

him and the King’s loathing of Charles 

James Fox, an equally powerful orator and 

leader of the Whigs. The French Revolution 

in 1789, and its consequences, became a 

major pre-occupation of Pitt’s 

administration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gillray cartoon- Pitt being whipped in St James’s Street. 

French troops occupy White’s, and a guillotine  is 

set–up outside Brooks’s 

 

William Pitt had close links 

with historic St James’s. There 

is good evidence that he spent 

the beginning of his early life in 

the nursery of Chatham House, 

and in February 1781, at a time 

when he was still friends with 

the Whig leader, he was 

proposed by Charles James Fox 

to become a member of 

Brooks’s Club. Pitt kept his 

distance, and preferred the 

company of a small number of 

intimate friends. The Prince 

Regent frequented Brooks’s 

where he was surrounded by 

politicians opposed by George 

III. Pitt, like many famous 

people of his time, was weighed 

on the scales at Berry Bros. & 

Rudd’s wine shop. 

 

There was a notable occasion in 1784, after Pitt had received the Freedom of the City 

of London, when the swelling support for Pitt and frustration of the supporters of Fox 

finally boiled over in the streets. Pitt and his brother Lord Chatham proceeded up St 

James’s street, pulled in their carriage by their supporters, towards Charles Fox’s 

house in St James’s Place, where his James Fox’s supporters were bent on smashing 

the windows. As they drew level with Brooks’s Club, the carriage was attacked and 

blows aimed at Pitt. In the ensuing struggle, Pitt was taken to White’s, a far more 

supportive club, and Lord Chatham reported “I never went to Brooks’s any more”. 
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15 St James’s Square- The ancestral home of the Anson family 
 

No, 15 St James’s Square was for many years the home of the Anson family. The site 

having been granted in 1673 by the Earl of St Albans, the first house was built in 1676. It was 

occupied for short periods by various notables, and in 1748 it was bought by Admiral Lord 

Anson. 

 

 Admiral Baron George Anson 

1697-1762 was a famous British admiral who 

circumnavigated the world between 1740 and 

1744, inflicting heavy damage on Spanish 

ships. In the 1750s, as First Lord of the 

Admiralty, he presided over a number of 

important administrative reforms in the navy. 

It was in his time that a regular uniform was 

laid down for naval officers. Also, the navy 

struck a system by which warships were 

rated. He became one of the richest men at 

the time, his riches mostly coming to him as 

his share of the treasure of the Nuestra 

Senora de Covadonga; and later, £300,000 

which he took off one of the transports  

which La Jonquiere had to give up after his 

defeat in 1747 at Cape Finisterre.. 

 

 

Admiral Lord Anson 

 

When Admiral Lord Anson died in 1762, he left 

the house to his elder brother Thomas Anson of 

Shugborough, a bachelor aged 66 and a man of 

taste. The new owner undertook a rebuilding 

which embodied the more delicate self-conscious 

and matured taste of the 1760s. James Athenian 

Stuart, author of Antiquities of Athens was chosen 

as the architect. 

 

The old house was pulled down in 1763 

and the new house was completed by 1766. A 

major feature of this new house were the Ionic 

columns which run through the  two upper storeys 

of the façade. These capitals occupied much of 

James Stuart’s time, and are said to have identical 

dimensions to those on the temple of Minerva 

Polias which forms part of the Erechtheum in 

Athens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 St James’s Square 

This new house is of three storeys and a basement, each with three openings in front. The 

Portland stone façade has a rusticated ground storey supporting a pedimented tetrastyle Ionic 

portico resting on pedestals and rising, in the Palladian manner, through the two upper storeys. At 

each end of the of the façade is a strip of plain walling, wide enough for all the mouldings, 

including those of the cornice, to be returned on to it, thus separating the composition from its 

neighbours on either side. No 15 St James’s Square remained in the Anson family until the time of the 

Earl of Lichfield, the Postmaster General in early Victorian times when it became known as Lichfield House 
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Support for the St James’s Conservation Trust 
 

You who care for St James’s are all too aware that this unique area is a fragile 

treasure which is under intense threat from destructive influences. The energies of the Trust 

are actively spent preserving St James’s for future generations to enjoy. In running the Trust, 

the Trustees give their time free and, apart from a part time paid administrator, the overheads 

of the Trust are modest.. Most of the donations it receives are devoted to meeting the costs of 

essential planning and legal advice. 

 

There are many calls on the Trust’s funds. Some are predictable, but most occur on an 

ad hoc basis, in response to events. For example, the implications of the new Licensing Act 

have led to much expenditure in fighting unwelcome licensing applications. 

 

Over the past eight years, the Trust has received many generous donations from its 

friends and these funds have been used sparingly and wisely. The Trust only has small 

reserves, and there is a danger that the Trust might be unable to continue its work through 

lack of funds.  Now once more we are appealing to our old friends for help. It is estimated 

that our present annual expenditure will be about £60,000, and we still need significant 

donations to reach this sum. We look forward to the day when we have accumulated sufficient 

regular support to go some way towards producing an adequate annual income. 

 

The Trustees of the St James’s Conservation Trust would, therefore, welcome 

donations and an annual commitment would greatly help the Trust in establishing a sound 

financial base. All donations will be formally acknowledged and the value of donations from 

private individuals would be greatly enhanced if donors completed the Gift Aid enclosed. 

Cheques should be made out to the St James’s Conservation Trust and sent to:- 

 

The Administrator 

St James’s Conservation Trust 

7 St James’s Square 

London, SW14JU 

Mobile: 07821 377299 

 

Alternatively, the enclosed annual standing order form can be made out  to the Trust’s 

bankers:- 

 

Adam and Company plc 

22 King Street 

London, SW1Y 6QY 

Tel: 020 7839 4615 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

The Trustees would welcome letters from readers concerning the history, architecture, 

commerce and social life of St James’s, for inclusion in the Autumn 2006 News Letter and 

future editions. 

 Letters (which would not be used in the News Letters) containing evidence which could be 

used by the Trust to support future planning and licensing objections to Westminster City 

Council, would be welcomed. 
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