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The Threat to historic St James’s 
 Over the past twenty years, there has been an accelerated 
deterioration of the character and atmosphere of St James’s. Historically, 
it has been relatively quiet and has been a unique environment, with St 
James’s Palace, the Gentlemen’s Clubs, traditional specialist shops and 
many other listed buildings. 
 However, the increase of large offices and the attraction of 
increasing numbers of restaurants and bars, have brought into the area 
intolerable noise and unwelcome footfall from the neighbouring West 
End. Forty years ago, Leicester Square had high quality restaurants and 
clubs and its deterioration has been brought about by the same factors 
now attacking historic St James’s. 
 

Purposes of the Trust 
 
 1.  To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or    affecting the 
area. 
  
2.  To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of 
features of historic, or public, interest, in the area. 
 
 3.  To maintain the character and atmosphere of the area, with its social fabric, 
collection of ancient shops and gentlemen’s clubs. 
 
 4.  To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and 
architecture of the area. 
 
 

St James’s Conservation Trust Reception 
Ritz Hotel 8th June 2005 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hon. Dominic Elliot, Patron      Cllr Loise Hyams 
& Miss Debi Bell       & Mr Peter Heath 
 

  The Lady Olga Maitland,Patron 
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Recent Events 
8th June 2005        Ritz Hotel reception 
28th July 2005         St James’s Palace road system enhancement meeting. ( See page 5) 
6th October 2005    Westminster City Council meeting with the Trust  ( See pages 6-7) 
31st October 2005   Seminar at Royal-Over-Seas League (See page 7) 

 
 

Recent achievements of the St James’s Conservation Trust 
 

• St James’s A3- Food & Drink study- completed 13th April 2005  
• Supplementary Planning Guidance for historic St James’s Draft dated 9th 

September 2005( See page 6)   makes reference to the Trust’s two seminal studies:- 
o Conserving Historic St James’s  1999 
o St James’s A3 Food and Drink study 2004 

• Planning matters 
o St James’s Palace road system enhancement proposal.(See page 5) 
o 7-8 Bennet Street development- 3 years fighting off a restaurant development  
o Planning applications- investigated over 130 applications. 

• Licensing matters 
o Investigated more than 120 licensing applications. 
o Licensing Act 2003-  

 Conversion of Premises Licences- Nine objections 
 New premises Licence-One objection 
 Appeal- to support City Council in one appeal. 

 
 

Television Series on Historic St James’s 
 
The Trust is supporting Miss Debi Bell, of  Debi Bell Productions in the production of a series 
of television programmes  describing the history, architecture , art, commercial and social life 
of historic St James’s. The project is in its conceptual stage and Miss Debi Bell is hoping to 
meet people with a deep knowledge of the area. 
 
 
 

 
Website 

The St James’s Conservation Trust has a free  entry in the Government’s sponsored 
Guidestar UK web site of 167.000 UK charities. The website address is 

www.gudestar.org.uk 
and our charity number is 1079166. 
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Truefitt & Hill (Gentlemen’s Grooming Ltd) 

71 St James’s Street 
 

On 27th October 2005, Truefitt & Hill celebrated their 200th Anniversary, and 
were honoured by the presence of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh and HRH The Duke 
of Kent. For nearly two centuries, Truefitt & Hill has provided discerning gentlemen 
with only the finest in grooming products and services. Established in 1805, it 
maintains the world’s oldest barbershop and is barbers and Royal Warrant holder to 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. 

 

 

In 1805, William Truefitt 
opened his first gentlemen’s 
barbershop in London and 
soon was appointed “Court 
Wigmaker”, “Court Hair 
Cutter” and “Court Head 
Dresser” to King George III. 
By 1826 the business had 
continued to prosper under 
the royal patronage of George 
IV. In 1900, with the advent 
of the motor car, a hair 
dressing was produced as a 
solution of the increasing 
problem of windswept hair. 
This is sold to this day. 
 
 
 

In 1989 the business expanded to Chicago, in 1999 to Toronto, in 2004 to Las Vegas 
and in 2006 it will open in New York. In 2000 Truefitt & Hill was recognised by the 
Guiness World Records as the oldest barbershop in the world. 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 
The Trustees would welcome letters from readers concerning the history, architecture, 
commerce and social life of St James’s for inclusion in the Spring 2006 News Letter 
and future editions. 
It also would find most useful letters( which would not be used in the News Letters) 
containing evidence which could be used by the Trust to support future planning and 
licensing objections to Westminster City Council. 
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St James’s Palace-Road system improvement 
 
For a number of years the St James’s Conservation Trust has been aware of the shortcomings 
of the present road system in front of St James’s Palace, and in 1999 Peter Heath RIBA 
MRTPI, produced conceptual sketches of two possible options for new roadway layouts to 
enhance this prestigious part of London. At a reception at St James’s Palace in 2002, HRH 
The Prince of Wales and members of English Heritage warmly welcomed Peter Heath’s ideas. 
 
  In July 2005, a meeting was held between the St James’s Conservation Trust and 
representatives of The Prince’s Foundation, the City Council’s Transportation department, 
English Heritage and the security services. A further meeting was held in October 2005, and it 
is hoped that the 2012 London Olympic Games, together with English Heritage’s campaign 
for “Transforming Capital Spaces” may be the means for promoting the scheme, possibly 
with suitable lottery and partnership funding.  
 
The  two options for the front of the Palace were :- 
 
Option A.  An improvement to the Centre of the roadway that could be rapidly 
converted into a “parade ground”. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Option B.   The provision of a widened pedestrian area close to the northern 
front of the Palace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St James’s Palace is, perhaps, the least well ‘set’ building of its type and 
architectural/historical importance in the UK, but is of great importance for its influence 
on the adjacent areas of historic St James’s. Following the discussions with English 
Heritage and Westminster City Council, the concept for the improvement of this site is 
still evolving 
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Westminster City Council meeting-October 2005 
 

  Our Chairman, Mr John Beveridge QC, Mr Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI, our planning 
and architectural adviser and Mr Brian Woodham, our administrator  attended a meeting  on 
the afternoon of Thursday 6th October 2005 at Westminster City Hall to discuss a number of 
planning and licensing matters of importance to the Trust. The City Council team was led by 
Councillor Audrey Lewis, Cabinet Member for Community Protection and Licensing and 
Councillor Angela Hooper CBE DL, Chairman of Planning and City Development and 
attended by senior City Council officers.  
 
The following subjects were discussed:- 
 
The Supplementary Guidance (SPG) document.  The purpose of the SPG is to supplement 
the revised Unitary Development Plan for Westminster and will focus on the character and 
function of identifiable small areas such as historic St James’s, and will provide guidance to 
help the planning authority to understand local circumstances. A pilot SPG for the core area 
of St James’s has been studied and found to be almost in accordance with the Trust’s 
proposals. The SPG, which applies to a number of special areas of Westminster, will be open 
to public consultation in the New Year of 2006. 
 
The inclusion of the core area of St James’s within the West End Stress area. The revised 
UDP states that areas adjoining the “Stress Areas” such as the core area of St James’s  which 
might experience pressure from entertainment uses, will need to be kept under review. Being 
part of a “stress Area” provides stronger protection from inappropriate restaurant and bar 
developments. The pilot SPG  supports the inclusion of the core area of St James’s within the 
West End  “Stress Area”. 
 
Cumulative Impact The Trust is concerned at the lack of consideration of cumulative impact 
on planning and licensing decisions, and has offered the City Council a suggested definition 
to resolve the problem.. 
   
“Abandonment” and “Discontinuance Orders.” The Trust is concerned  about the 
changing  nature of the core area of St James’s due to the increasing numbers of new 
restaurants and bars opening in the area which are changing the nature of historic St James’s., 
Throughout 2005  it been investigating the possibility of preventing a new substantial 
restaurant from re-opening  after two years of closure.  The City Council has stated that, in 
this case, there are insufficient grounds, under the rules of “abandonment”, to prevent this 
restaurant from re-opening.  However, the Trust is urging the City council to make use of its 
powers to make a “Discontinuance Order” against the restaurant.  The Trust accepts that, in 
practice Discontinuance Orders are almost never used, and is suggesting to the City Council 
ways in which this power could be more used in the future. It is considered that, had the 
cumulative impact of other new restaurants opening in St James’s over the past two years 
been taken into consideration, a new restaurant, particularly of this size, would not have 
obtained planning permission to open in St James’s 
 
Ambient noise. The Trust has advised the City Council  that the noise level in the centre of  
the core area of St James’s  is excessively high (54dB laeq) for night time, which according to 
the World Health Organisation, sound pressure levels at outside facad at night  should not 
exceed 45 dB laeq. Thus the existing external sound level is 9dB higher than the World 
Health Organisation recommendation. A 9dB increase is approximately a doubling of 
loudness. The Trust has presented to the City Council advice it received from Mr Rupert 
Thornley-Taylor FIOA, a renown consultant in acoustics and noise control, who proposes a 
solution to this problem by the establishment of a Noise Abatement Zone. 
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St James’s 
Street 

Jermyn Street Duke Street Bennet Street Bury Street 

68-77 LAeq 60-65 LAeq 65-66 LAeq 60-65 LAeq 55-65 LAeq 
 

Noise levels in St James’s streets  recorded by Westminster City Council’s Noise Team in 2003 
 
Effects of the new “Use Class Order”.  The new “Use Class Order” was introduced on 21st 
April 2005 and separates restaurants (A3) from bars (A4).  The A1 Class is for retail premises 
and this includes sandwich and coffee bars which are permitted to serve food and drink to a 
limited number of people.  A tailors shop on the corner of St James’s Street and Piccadilly 
was able, to change into a patisserie without seeking further planning permission. To provide 
protection to St James’s from this type of development, the Trust has requested that 
conditions are attached to new A1 Class developments excluding future changes to sandwich 
and coffee bars. 
 
Appeals to Magistrates’ Court.  Under the new Licensing Act, applicants and 
representatives may appeal against the City Council’s Licensing Committees’ licensing 
decisions. These appeals are heard de novo by the Magistrates’ Court. It has been the City 
Council’s understanding that, where the original applicant was the appellant, other 
representatives could not act as a third party respondents at the appeal. As a result of the 
Trust’s representation, the City Council has taken Counsel’s advice with regard to this matter.  
On 11th November 2005, District Judge Purdy ruled in favour of a submission from the Soho  
Society to be allowed to act as a third party respondent in such a case. 
 
 
 
 
 

Seminar Monday 31st October at  Royal Over-Seas League 
 
  By the kind courtesy of the Director General of the Royal Over-Seas League, the St James’s 
Conservation Trust held a seminar on Monday evening, 31st October 2005. The Seminar was held 
under the Chairmanship of Mr John Beveridge QC, and addresses were given by: 
• Mr Gordon Chard FRICS, FRTPI and 
• Mr Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI 

 
  Mr Chard, the Director of Planning and City Development , Westminster City Council  
described the City Council’s Planning system and how it operates; the unique character of 
Westminster, the planning workload and the  relationship with the Mayor of London’s Planning  
authority; St James’s mix of land uses and the historic environment; and the Planning authority’s policy 
guidance including the draft Supplementary Guidance for historic St James’s. He concluded by 
showing some case studies in St James’s. 
 
  Mr Heath, from Atkins Design Environment and Engineering and consultant architect and 
town planner to the Trust  gave a summary of the objectives of the Trust. He then described the 
character of historic St James’s; the causes for concern, the historic continuity over the past four 
centuries and the inevitable changes. He mentioned the 24 hour concerns such as noise; planning issues 
including entertainment uses; town planning tasks of the Trust including the conservation of 150 listed 
buildings. He then went on to mention the problem associated with licensing, the Trust’s policy options 
for  the future including inclusion in  a  Stress Area. 
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22 King Street 
 

Adam & Company‘s recent  occupation and adaptation of 22 King Street have helped 
maintain an appropriate historic private banking use in an elegant St James’s property, 
redolent of the 18th century street frontage elegance, which the Trust seeks to see maintained. 
Adam & Company plc which owes its original inspiration to Adam Smith, the 18th Century 
Scottish economist and philosopher, is now part of the Royal Bank of Scotland Group.   

 

 

According to the Survey of London, St James’s 
Westminster Part 1, Volume XX1X, the ground on the 
south side of King Street formed part of the freehold 
granted by King Charles II to the Earl of St Albans’s 
trustees in 1665. A William Morgan map indicates that 
by 1681 a building was located at 22 King Street. The 
freehold of this site remained in the hands of the Earl of 
St Albans’s Trustees and their eventual successors, the 
Bunbury family of Mildenhall, Suffolk, until 1783, 
when the site and the existing house were sold by Sir 
Thomas Bunbury to James Dodsley, the Pall Mall  
bookseller and publisher for £1400. Presumably it was 
bought by Dodsley as an investment, for he continued 
to live in Pall Mall.  He died in 1797, and in 1806 the 
house was sold by his trustees to Richard Hermon, a 
painter and glazier, whose family occupied the premises 
until 1882. They were builders and probably erected, as 
a warehouse or workshop, the large one-storey building 
which is shown in later plans at the back of No. 22. 
Various other tradesmen occupied the premises until 
1923, when Messrs Goddard and Smith, the auctioneers 
and estate agents moved into the building, and occupied 
it up until recent times 
 

The front of No. 22 King Street 
 

No.22 King Street has a plain brick front of early nineteenth century character, with a 
modern stone front  of two bays.  In each of the upper three storeys are two windows, all 
equal in width but decreasing in height with each successive storey. They have stone sills, flat 
arches of gauged brickwork, and plastered reveals; all are furnished with barred sashes, and in 
the third and fourth storeys with guards of trellis patterned iron-work. The front is finished 
with a stucco entablature of Doric character, and a plain blocking course. 

 
 
The new development comprises approximately 10.600 sq ft of new offices, together 

with fully refurbished traditional offices, fronting King Street.  Set behind the Grade II Listed 
façade of 22 King Street is a fine reception area opening onto a modern four-storey atrium, 
with a glass tread spiral staircase and glass roof. The Atrium links to the open plan offices, 
and the finishes are of the highest quality. 
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The Mall Galleries and the federation of British Artists 
 

Housed on the Mall in John Nash’s elegant 1827 Regency Terrace, the Mall 
Galleries are prominently situated on the ceremonial route between Buckingham 
Palace and Trafalgar Square The Galleries regularly show the work of a number of 
leading art societies, many of which have been situated in the historic areas since the 
early nineteenth century. 
 

The galleries are those of the Federation of British Artists, which is a 
registered charity and acts as the umbrella organisation for nine leading art societies. 
These societies are the Royal Society of British Artists, The Royal Society of Portrait 
Painters, the Society of Wildlife Artists, the Hesketh Hubbard Art Society, the New 
English Art Club, The Royal Institute of Oil Painters, The Royal Society of Marine 
Artists, The Pastel Society and The Royal Society of Painters in Watercolours. The 
FBA’s principal aim is to educate, inspire and involve the public in the practice and 
appreciation of fine art by living artists. 
 

The societies comprising the FBA each have their own compelling and 
illustrious histories. The Royal Institute of Oil Painters (who held their 118th annual 
exhibition in November) was founded in 1882 in the interest of showing the best of 
contemporary oil painting. It was given its royal status in 1909 by King Edward VII 
who, right from the outset, established the precedence of royal visits which have been 
maintained. Since its inception the Society’s annual show has included the work of 
many important artists including Alma Tadema, MacWhirter, Sickert, Dame Laura 
Knight, Fantin Latour, Adrian Hill, Ann Redpath and Rodin. 
 

Other societies formed in resistance to existing institutions. The Royal 
Institute of Painters in Water  Colours (or RI) was formed in 1831 at a time when the 
Royal Academy were refusing to accept watercolour as a suitable medium for serious 
artistic expression, despite its use by painters such as Cotman, Turner, Cox, de Wint 
and Bonington. In 1885 the Society was given its royal title by Queen Victoria. Today 
the RI is proud to have the continuing patronage of HM The Queen, and the interest 
shown by HRH The Prince of Wales, who often loans several of his own works to the 
annual exhibition 

.  
St James’s Park- A painting by Frederick Beckett FROI, Hon RI, Hon RBA 

The New English Art Club was also established in response to a group of 
artists’ dissatisfaction with the exhibition potential of the very academic R.A. The 
origin of the Club was in the studios of a group of young London artists in 1885. 
These painters had studied and worked in Paris and were influenced by the radical 
French Impressionists. Their first exhibition in 1886 represented about fifty artists, 
including Fred Brown, George Clausen, Stanhope Forbes, JS Sargent and Wilson 
Steer. Their annual exhibition was held this December. 

Thomas Gainsborough 
1727-1788 

 
Artist 
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Schomberg House   Nos. 80 to 82 Pall Mall 

 
Schomberg House is a Grade II* Listed Building- It was originally built 

during the period of the Commonwealth, 1649-1653, and is a good example of a 
seventeenth century town mansion. It had in its rear, a garden with a handsome, raised 
commanding view of the royal gardens and of the park beyond. The house was named 
after the Duke of Schomberg, one of the Dutch generals brought over by William of 
Orange, and who fell at the Battle  of the Boyne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1774, in the reign of King George III, Thomas Gainsborough built a studio 
in the garden of Schomberg House and where he attracted a wide clientele. Three 
years later he began to work for the Royal family. He regularly exhibited at the 
Academy, but in 1784 he broke away from the Academy and began to hold annual 
exhibitions of his work at Schomberg House where he lived until 1788 when he died 
of cancer. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sararah Kemble Siddons 1755-1831 by Sir Thomas Gainsborough 
English actress renowned in tragic roles such as Lady Macbeth 

St James’s Church, Piccadilly 
 

Following the restoration of the Monarchy in 1660, Henry Jermyn, Earl of St Albans, 
obtained permission from Charles II to develop part of the estate that had belonged to St 
James’s Palace. Naturally Henry Jermyn turned to his friend, Sir Christopher Wren, to create 
the parish church.  St James’s was started in 1676, and completed and consecrated in 1684. 
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The spire was originally added in 1699-1700. The south lobbies were added in 1856.  Old 
North Church, Boston, built in 1723, was the first church in North America to be modelled 
directly on St James’s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St James’s Piccadilly 
The church contains a number of Gringling Gibbons finest works. Gringling 

Gibbons(1648-1721), a sculptor and wood carver, was born in Rotterdam. He executed an 
immense quantity of carved fruit and flowers, cherubs’ heads and other typical Baroque 
embellishments in famous stately mansions such as Chatsworth.  
 

John Evelyn (1620-1706), the famous writer, said after visiting the church in 
1684‘’There is no altar anywhere in England, nor has there been any abroad more 
handsomely adorned’.  The object of praise is the reredos which is considered Grinling 
Gibbons finest work, and has recently been restored with help from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and an auction supported by the local art community. This work was part of a massive 
restoration project that is now in progress. Other examples of Grinling Gibbons work in St 
James’s are the marble font and the sumptuous organ case. The original organ, given to St 
James’s by Queen Mary in 1691, was formerly in Chapel Royal of Whitehall Palace.  
 

St James’s suffered severely from war damage in World War II and was restored 
between 1947 and 1954. The spire was rebuilt by Sir Albert Richardson in 1968.   Regrettably 
the post war restoration is now in desperate need of repair. Damp and general deterioration of 
the fabric means that there is now a great deal of work required. A £3.5 million restoration 
appeal is being launched, and the Rector, Charles Hedley, who has expressed his appreciation 
of the conservation work of our Trust, is being assisted in this task by a committee of local 
business people which will allow Wren’s only surviving West End church to be restored to its 
original glory. For information on the appeal please contact the Reverend Dr Charles Hedley 
0207734 4511.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grinling Gibbons Reredos- recently restored 
 
 

Support for the St James’s Conservation Trust  
 

You who care for St James’s are all too aware that this unique area is a fragile 
treasure which is under intense threat from destructive influences. The energies of the Trust 
are actively spent preserving St James’s for future generations to enjoy.  In running the Trust, 
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the trustees give their time free and, apart from a part time paid administrator, the overheads 
of the Trust are tiny. Most of the donations it receives are devoted to meeting the costs of 
essential planning and legal advice. 

 
There are many calls on the Trust’s funds. Some are predictable, but most occur on an 

ad hoc basis, in response to events. For example, the implications of the new Licensing Act 
have led to much expenditure in fighting unwelcome licensing applications. 
 

Over the past eight years, the Trust has received many generous donations from its 
friends and these funds have been used sparingly and wisely. The Trust only has small 
reserves, and there is a danger that the Trust might be unable to continue its work through 
lack of funds, and now, once more, we are appealing to our old friends for help. It is estimated 
that our present annual expenditure is about £60,000, and we need significant donations to 
reach this sum this year. We look forward to the day when we have accumulated sufficient 
reserves to go some way towards providing an adequate annual income. 
 

The Trustees of the St James’s Conservation Trust would, therefore, welcome 
donations and an annual commitment would greatly help the Trust in establishing a sound 
financial base. All donations will be formally acknowledged, and the value of donations from 
private individuals would be greatly enhanced if donors completed the Gift Aid form 
enclosed. Cheques should be made out to the St James’s Conservation Trust and sent to:- 

 
The Administrator 

St James’s Conservation Trust 
7 St James’s Square 
London SW1Y 4JU 

 
Alternatively, annual standing orders can be made to the Trust’s bankers:- 
 

Adam &Company plc 
22 King Street 

London SW1Y 6QY 
Tel : 020 7839 4615 
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