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The threat to historic St James’s 
 Over the past twenty years, there has been an accelerated deterioration of the character 

and atmosphere of St James’s. Historically, it has been relatively quiet and has been a unique 

environment, with St James’s Palace, the clubs, traditional specialist shops and many other listed 

buildings. 

  The increase in large offices, restaurants and bars has brought intolerable noise and 

unwelcome footfall from the neighbouring West End. Forty years ago, Leicester Square had high 

quality restaurants and clubs and its deterioration has been brought about by the same factors now 

attacking historic St James’s. 

 

Purposes of the Trust 
 1.  To promote high standards of planning and architecture in, or affecting, the area. 

 2.  To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of historic, 

or public interest, in the area. 

 3.  To maintain the character and atmosphere of the area, with its social fabric, collection of 

ancient shops and gentlemen’s clubs. 

4.To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and architecture of the area. 
 

 Recent Events  
5

th
 June 2006 Luncheon for architects and 

developers 

This was an occasion for the Trust to put 

forward the standards of architecture and 

town planning acceptable for the core area of 

St James’s 

8
th

 June 2006 Enhancement of St James’s Square Presentation to the Deputy Chairman of the 

St James’s Square Trust by Peter Heath 

RIBA MRTPI 

17
th

 August 

2006 

Chairman’s meeting with 

Commander Chris Allison MBE, 

Commander Westminster Police 

There was a discussion concerning the 

policing of the core area of St James’s, 

especially the enforcement of the licensing 

law, and the work of the Permanent Beat 

Officer. 

1
st
 November 

2006 

The Lord Mayor of Westminster’s 

“Spirit of St James’s Luncheon”. 

This luncheon was given in honour of the St 

James’s Conservation Trust and was 

attended by prominent residents and business 

people from St James’s. 

4
th

 December 

2006 

Chairman’s meeting with Cllr 

Alistair Moss, Cabinet Member for 

Planning and City Development 

The meeting was convened by the City 

Council to look at further ways of providing 

planning protection for historic St James’s. 

The Trust used this occasion to announce its 

intention to commission a study into 

“appropriate architecture for St James’s in 

the 21
st
 century”. 

15
th

 December 

2006 

Luncheon for the Rose Foundation The purpose of this luncheon was to raise 

finance for the enhancement of St James’s 

Square. 

19
th

 December 

2006 

Meeting with the City Council’s 

Planning Department 

The law governing the placing of tables and 

chairs on the public foot path was  discussed. 

 

Recent activities of the Trust  
The Trust objected to Hey Joes/Abracadabra 

casino  planning application to convert part 

of their restaurant into a casino 

The City Council refused  this application, and the 

applicant has now appealed to the Secretary of State. 

The Trust objected to Luciano’s restaurant 

application to vary its Premises Licence to 

permit the sale of alcohol at its bar to non-

diners. 

The application was refused by the City Council’s 

Licensing Sub-committee on 7
th

 December. There were 

representations against the application from the Trust, 

residents and the Westminster Police Licensing Team. 

The Chairman and Trustees attended 

presentations on the following  major 

developments:- See pages 6 and 7. 

• 7-8 St James’s Square- 20
th

 July 2006 

• The Ritz Hotel extension-10
th

 October 2006 

• Windsor House, 55-56 St James’s Street-15
th

 

November 2006. 

• 5-6 St James’s Square-12 December 2006 
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Reception of  the St James’s Conservation Trust, by courtesy of the Ritz Hotel, 

Wednesday 31
st
 May 2006 

From right to left:- 

• The Right Worshipful The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Alexander Nicoll 

FRSA,FSA(Scot) 

• John Beveridge Esq. QC, Chairman, The St James’s Conservation Trust 

• The Lady Olga Maitland, Patron, The St James’s Conservation Trust 
•  

Appointment of three new Trustees 
 

On 20
th

 July 2006 three new Trustees were appointed 

 

Hugh Johnson OBE    has had a long and close association with St James’s and has been a 

resident since 1984, dividing his time between St James’s and Saling Hall, Essex. Between 

1990 and 2000 he had a wine glass and silver shop at no.69 St James’s Street. 

 

      Following his schooling at Rugby and time 

at King’s College, Cambridge his career started 

at Vogue in Hanover Square, going on to writing 

and editing for many papers including the 

Sunday Times, The New York Times, Gourmet, 

Queen and the Garden. For over 30 years he has 

written a monthly gardening column, 

Tradescent’s Diary, for The Garden, and now 

Garden Illustrated. He has been President of the 

Sunday Times Wine Club since 1973. His many 

books include his annual Pocket Wine Book, 

The World Atlas of Wine, The Story of Wine, 

The International Book of Trees, The Principles 

of Gardening and his memoir, Wine-A life 

Uncorked (2005). 

     He is an Honorary Doctor of the University 

of Essex, a Chevalier de l’Ordre National du 

Merite and an Honorary Liveryman of the 

Vintners Company. In the New Year’s Honours 

2007 he was awarded the OBE.  
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Andrew Love 

       Deputy Chairman of the Ritz London and 

Chief Executive of the Ritz Club, Andrew Love 

is a veteran of the gaming and hospitality 

industry. 

 

     Trained as a chartered accountant, he has 

been heavily involved in the leisure business 

since the 1960s, holding various positions, 

before becoming the Managing Director of the 

casino division of Ladbroke Group PLC, 

responsible for all overseas and UK 

development. In 1998, he became the Chief 

Executive of the Ritz Club and in August 2004, 

he was appointed Deputy Chairman of the Ritz 

London. 

 

    Andrew Love is Chairman of the Casino 

Operators Association, the independent owners 

association who have been involved in lobbying 

the government on the new casino bills. 

 

 
 

 

       Despite his heavy workload, he is a tireless and generous fundraiser and is a member of 

several charitable committees, including Cancer Bacup. He is a Senior Warden of his Livery 

Company, The Worshipful Company of Coach Makers and Coach Harness Makers. 

      

       He was recently awarded the Royal Decoration of Companion (Fourth Class) of the 

most Admirable Order of Direkgunabhorn from His Majesty in recognition of his 

outstanding generosity to the people of Thailand. 

 

 

Christopher Fenwick, Newcastle born in 1937, was 

educated at Rugby.  He cycled in his teens thousands of 

miles, often between Newcastle, London and Rugby, and 

all over Northumberland, National Service was served with 

the Royal Marines in Cyprus and the Suez invasion.  A 

Cambridge graduate in Economics and History, he spent 

the summer vacations in work and adventure, taking a 

parachute course, working in a Madison Avenue 

advertising agency, then driving across America.  

 

        Between university and work, he motored through 

Europe, the Middle East, Pakistan and Afghanistan to New 

Delhi, meeting Premier Nehru and his daughter Indira 

Gandhi, who asked whether to send her son Rajiv to 

Cambridge.  Taking ship to East Africa, he drove to 

Capetown, returning home to join the Harrods group for a 

retail training course. 

 

 

 

 
 

        His following career was in his family department store business, Fenwick Ltd., 

working with his two brothers and other colleagues developing the company, rebuilding the 

existing Newcastle and London stores while acquiring or opening others.  

 

In Bond Street, he instigated the raising of “The Allies” sculpture, by Lawrence 

Holofcener, of Churchill and Roosevelt seated on a park bench.  He established his 

connection with St James’s by raising, with Councillor Alexander Nicoll, a board of trustees 
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and the St. James’s Conservation Trust, a sculpture of Beau Brummell, by Irena Sedlecka, in 

Jermyn Street.   

 

 

 Historic St James’s- Suitable Architecture for the 21
st
 Century 

 

  It is evident from the large number of Listed Buildings within the core area of St 

James’s that every century from the 17
th

 has produced buildings of high architectural merit 

within this relatively small area, and the Trust is concerned to ensure that this tradition is 

continued in the 21
st
 century, because it wishes its to promote high standards of planning in or 

affecting historic St James’s 

 

The late 20
th

 century 

  The late 20
th

 century witnessed the erection of a number of inappropriate buildings, 

some of which are now, for various reasons, Listed Buildings as of architectural or historic 

interest (such as the Economist Building). Some were hastily built soon after WWII to replace 

bombed damaged buildings; and others appear to have been built with little thought to the 

sensitivity of this unique area.  

 

The 21
st
 century 

There are a number of new proposed major developments within the core area of St James’s, 

and the Trust has had the opportunity to view their designs. It is apparent that some of them, 

although to be constructed with good materials and with many architectural features that are 

not easy to fault, appear to be bland, and lack aesthetic distinction. Already, set out in the 

south side of King Street, for example, is a line of monolithic buildings which is suitable for 

the City, but is incompatible in St James’s. There is a danger that, if such designs are not 

reconsidered in some way by the authorities with the help of the Trust, they or their 

equivalent will become the norm in St James’s.  

 

    National and local planning policies operated by the City Council and the Planning 

Inspectorate are not always effective in guaranteeing aesthetic controls in development, which 

is usually considered a highly subjective topic. Developers, however worthy, may not wish to 

spend more than is required by planning legislation on a development in order to obtain 

planning permission. However, if the Trust is to fulfil its purpose, it must influence the 

Planning Authorities to insist on 21
st
 century buildings being of sufficient aesthetic standards 

acceptable to the distinctiveness of the St. James’s area. 
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Painting of St James’s Street by Julian Barrow 

 

New Developments in St James’s 
 

Set out below are details of four new major developments which will be undertaken in 

2007/2008    

 

    

 

 

           

Key  

The 

Ritz 

Hotel 

 

Windsor 

House,55-

56 St 

James’s 

Street 

 

5/6 St 

James’s 

Square 

 

7/8 St 

James’s 

Square 

 

 

                 Locations of new major developments in St James’s 

 

The Ritz Hotel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ritz extension, 22 Arlington Street 

 

7&8 St James’s Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Ritz Hotel has planning 

permission to demolish the 

1970’s Eagle Star building in 

Arlington Street and to extend 

the Ritz Hotel in its neo-classical 

(1908) style to add 45 rooms and 

suites. The extension will 

complement the recently 

refurbished Wimbourne House 

built by William Kent C 1740-55 

which is now connected to the 

Ritz Hotel. 

 

 

 

 

 
It is proposed to completely 

demolish and reconstruct No 8 St 

James’s Square and No 7 Apple 

Tree Yard. No7 St James’s 

Square is a Grade II Listed 

Building built in 1911-12 by Sir 

Edwin Lutyens, and its front 

elevation and most of the 

building will be retained. The 

Trust is concerned that No.8 St 

James’s Square should be in 

harmony with its adjacent 
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5&6 St James’s Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windsor House, 55/56 St James’s Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The redevelopment of 5 and 6 

St James’s Square will involve 

the demolition of No. 6.   No. 

5 (Wentworth House) is a 

Grade II* Listed Building and 

its elevation facing St James’s 

Square will be retained. 

Wentworth House was built in 

1748-49 but modified in 1854. 

The reconstruction is 

extensive and will include a 

large open air atrium in the 

centre and new residential 

accommodation in Babmaes 

Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is proposed to demolish and 

rebuild Windsor House, which 

has a relatively small frontage 

on St James’s Street, but 

extends the length of Bennet 

Street and part of Arlington 

Street. The Trust considers the 

new design to be unsuitable 

for historic St James’s; it has 

no beautiful building 

entrances, no attractive 

replacement for the Blue Post 

public house, no exceptional 

art or craft skills at ground or 

upper levels and risks being a 

locally distinctive talking 

point, only as another new, 

large commercial and 

residential block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

WindsorHouse, 55/56 St James’s Street  
 

 

William Huskisson and 28 St James’s Place 
 

28 St James’s Place 

No. 28 St James’s Place is situated in an area of historic 

interest. In 1691, the Marquis of Halifax bought a piece of 

Cleveland House gardens, and on this site six houses were 

built facing St James’s Place. Three of this group of houses 

were demolished for the erection of Spencer House. The 

other three, nos. 28,29 and 30, were purchased by the 

Spencer family and no. 28 was rebuilt in the late 18
th

 

century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On the front of 28 St James’s Place is a 

plaque stating that William Huskisson  

Statesman lived here. He entered Parliament 

in 1796 and held a number of different seats 

and positions in government. He lived at 

No.28 from 1804 to 1806 as William Pitt’s 

Secretary to the  Treasury, and is notable for 

being the first person in the world to have 

been killed in 1830  by a railway  locomotive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             William Huskisson, 1770-1830 

 

 

Huskisson supported the building of railways and was 

invited by the directors of the Liverpool and Manchester 

Railway to attend its official opening in 1830. After the 

guests were given a ride on the Northumbrian, Huskisson 

crossed from his own carriage to speak to the Duke of 

Wellington. Warnings were shouted when people realised 

that the Rocket was about to pass the Northumbrian.

Huskisson was unable to escape and was knocked down 

by  Rocket. The locomotive badly mangled one of his 

legs. Despite attempts to save him, he died later that day. 
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PC 227CD Peter Barnett 

West End Central Police Station Tel:020 7321 8803 

Mobile :(07958) 322124 ( Will answer left messages when next on duty): email  

peter.barnett@met.police.uk 
Mayfair & St James's Safer Neighbourhood 

       My name is Pc Peter Barnett.  I am 

your local Police Officer in St James's, and 

my area of responsibility runs from Queen's 

Walk in the west to Whitcomb Street in the 

east, and Piccadilly to the north down to Pall 

Mall in the south.  If you either live or work 

in that area, then please consider me to be 

your Police Officer. 

   I am what's called a Safer 

Neighbourhood Officer and I am a 

'Community' officer with an area of 

geographical responsibility.  This means 

basically that it is my job to know everyone 

in St James's and for them all to know me.  I 

took over the area in January 2006, and 

already I know a lot of you 
 

Pc Peter Barnett 

In my opinion, in the past St James's has lacked that essential contact between the 

community and the police, but it is my main goal to rectify this.  Having a single point of 

contact, if members of the community have issues that affect them, is fundamental to good 

policing.  Obviously, if there is an emergency then you should always dial 999, but for all 

other matters, such as those I have listed below, speaking to a familiar officer to discuss these 

matters does much to reassure and assist people.  These are the sorts of things I want to hear 

about:- 

• Crime concerns - shoplifting, other theft, car crime, public disorder, drug addicts, things 

you have seen going on, or have actually happened to you; 
• Licensing issues - are there any pubs, clubs, restaurants or other premises that are causing 

you concern ? e.g. noise, anti-social behaviour and general nuisance; 

• Homeless people - it is my job to get to know all homeless people that frequent the area 

and if any of them cause concern for whatever reason, I deal with them; 

• Traffic - problems with aggressive or inconsiderate driving, cycling on pavements, 

lorries, delivery vans etc give me a registration number and I can follow it up; 

• Terrorism - obviously it is at the front of everyone's minds these days.  I can advise on 

things to look out for and ways to, perhaps, make yourself feel a little safer; 

• Public demonstrations and road closures - I know St James's frequently falls victim to 

demonstrations and irritating parking suspensions.  I try to inform people about what is 

coming up and you can always vent your frustrations on me so that I can pass them on to 

those in power; 

• Anything else that bothers you - even if you think it so minor that it’s not a police 

matter, tell me because if there's something that's bothering you about life in St 

James's, then I want to know about it. 
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I am pleased to say that I am not the only officer that frequents the area.  Pc Willie Mohan is 

responsible for Piccadilly in its entirety, but has many contacts in St James's, as he was the Home Beat 

Officer for the area ten years ago.  We also have two excellent PCSOs (Police Community Support 

Officers), Vaqas Iqbal and Terrence Hilden.  Let us meet soon. 

 

 

The White Cube, Mason’s Yard 
 

Leading international art dealer Jay 

Jopling opened a major new gallery in London 

in Mason’s Yard in October 2006. Mason's 

Yard is located off Duke Street, St. James's, 

SW1, home of the original White Cube gallery 

which opened in 1993. The site on which the 

new gallery stands was previously an electricity 

sub-station and is the first freestanding 

structure to be built in St James's for more than 

30 years. The conversion involved the 

demolition of the existing complex, extensive 

excavation and stabilisation works to create the 

new basement gallery, the erection of a new 

steel frame super structure, external concrete 

cladding panels and glazed panels. 

 

White Cube, Mason’s Yard was 

designed by MRJ Rundell & Associates, 

architects of the acclaimed White Cube in 

Hoxton Square, who specialise in projects 

developed with, and for, artists and art 

galleries.  The St James’s Conservation Trust 

considers the White Cube to be in a somewhat 

brutal architectural style, but is of the opinion 

that, as an art gallery, it is an enhancement of 

the art business in St James’s. The display of 

art is of paramount importance and this 

influences many of the spatial and lighting 

choices made throughout the project. The main 

gallery at Mason's Yard is a naturally lit, 

double-height space.  

 

 
 By Gabriel Orozco 

  

 

 
 

         White Cube continues to show work by 

leading international contemporary artists. "London 

is unarguably the pre-eminent city for contemporary 

art in Europe," said Jay Jopling. "The new White 

Cube Mason's Yard... allows us to showcase artists 

in the centre of the capital as well as continuing to 

present their work in our Hoxton Square gallery in 

the East End. The new White Cube.... more than 

double[s] our gallery space and provides a broader 

platform for bringing world class art to a world 

class city." The inaugural exhibition at Mason's 

Yard was by Mexican artist Gabriel Orozco, in 

which he created a dramatic and monumental 

installation of a whale sculpture for the main space 

along with a new series of paintings entitled 

Samurai Tree in the ground floor gallery 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

The Trustees would welcome letters from readers concerning the history, architecture, 

commerce and social life of St James’s, for inclusion in the Spring 2007.News Letter and 

future editions. 

 Letters (which would not be used in the News Letters) containing evidence which could be 

used by the Trust to support future planning and licensing objections to Westminster City 

Council, would be welcomed. 

 

 

 
Derek St Clair Stannard Esq., a member of the Byron Society has written  to the editor 

concerning the article on Countess of Lovelace in the Spring 2006 News Letter  to state, “The 

News Letter ‘error’ is hardly worth bothering about except to say that his daughter, Augusta 

Ada, was never Lady Byron.  She was The Hon. Ada Byron becoming Countess of Lovelace 

upon marrying the Earl of Lovelace and living in Ockham.  The beautiful little church there is 

well worth a visit. Incidentally, you may be interested to learn that the Earl fancied himself as 

a sort of architect. The ‘Hautboy Inn’ at Ockham was designed by him in imitation of a 

shooting lodge. ‘Hautboy’ being derived from soldiers' mispronunciation of ‘hautbois’ 

meaning ‘oboe’ while serving in France during the Napoleonic wars. The Earl also designed 

the beautiful little bridges which you can see today spanning roads in the area.” 
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Pall Mall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for the St James’s Conservation Trust 
 

You who care for St James’s are all too aware that this unique area is a fragile 

treasure which is under intense threat from destructive influences. The energies of the Trust 

are actively spent preserving St James’s for future generations to enjoy. In running the Trust, 

the Trustees give their time free and, apart from a part time paid administrator, the overheads 

of the Trust are modest.. Most of the donations it receives are devoted to meeting the costs of 

essential planning and legal advice. 

 

There are many calls on the Trust’s funds. Some are predictable, but most occur on an 

ad hoc basis, in response to events. For example, the implications of the new Licensing Act 

have led to much expenditure in fighting unwelcome licensing applications. 

 

Over the past nine years, the Trust has received many generous donations from its 

friends and these funds have been used sparingly and wisely. The Trust only has small 

reserves, and there is a danger that the Trust might be unable to continue its work through 

lack of funds.  Now once more we are appealing to our old friends for help. It is estimated 

that our present annual expenditure will be about £60,000, and we still need significant 

donations to reach this sum. We look forward to the day when we have accumulated sufficient 

regular support to go some way towards producing an adequate annual income. 

 

The Trustees of the St James’s Conservation Trust would, therefore, welcome 

donations and an annual commitment would greatly help the Trust in establishing a sound 

financial base. In addition, legacies made in favour of the Trust would materially ensure the 

future of the important work of the Trust. All donations will be formally acknowledged and 

the value of donations from private individuals would be greatly enhanced if donors 

completed the Gift Aid enclosed. Cheques should be made out to the St James’s Conservation 

Trust and sent to:- 

 

The Administrator 

St James’s Conservation Trust 

7 St James’s Square 

London, SW14JU 

Mobile: 07821 377299 

 

Alternatively, the enclosed standing order form can be made out to the Trust’s bankers:- 

 

Adam and Company plc 

22 King Street 

London, SW1Y 6QY 

Tel: 020 7839 4615 
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