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Europa Nostra is the pan-European Federation for cultural heritage 

associated with the European Union. 
Diary of Events 
 
22nd January 2009   Briefing by Professor Frank Kelly, Professor of Environmental Heath, Kings 
College, London.  The purpose was to inform the Trust on the problems and solutions associated 
with air pollution in St James’s. (See article on pages 4 and 5.) 
 
9th February 2009. Luncheon provided by Sofitel St James Hotel and attended by senior 
councillors of Westminster City Council. The Purposes were to discuss:- 

• Improved quality of paving in St James’s. (See article on pages 8,9&10) 
• Sanctions to control inappropriately parked bicycles, 
• A noise abatement zone. 

 
20th April 2009. Meeting at Westminster City Hall with Cllr Danny Chalkley, the Cabinet 
Member for  the Environment & Transport and other senior councillors and officers. The purposes 
were to discuss:- 

• Improved quality of paving in St James’s. 
• Sanctions to control improperly parked cycles. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
The 2009 European Union 

Prize for  
 Cultural Heritage- 

Europa Nostra Awards 
 

The St James’s Conservation Trust’s  entry 
“Architecture Suitable for St James’s” 

By Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI 

was  judged “Highly Commended” 

in the Category EU-2 Research 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purposes of the Trust 
1. To promote high standards of planning and architecture in, or affecting,   the 

area. 
2. To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of 

features of historic or public interest in the area. 
3. To maintain the character and atmosphere of the area, with its social fabric, 

collection of ancient shops and gentlemen’s clubs. 
4. To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and 

architecture of the area. 
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Unveiling of the statue of 
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother 

 

 
 
 

On the 24th February2009, Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II and senior members  
of the Royal Family attended the unveiling of the statue of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen Mother. The statue is positioned in close association with that of His Majesty 
King George VI overlooking The Mall. It was created by the sculptor Philip Jackson.  Do 
we know who commissioned it?   Who actually unveiled it?   
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Air Quality and Pollution 

 
In December 2008, at a luncheon given by the Chairman of the Trust by courtesy of the 

Royal Automobile Club to Councillor Colin Barrow CBE, Leader of Westminster City Council 
and     Mr. Mike More, the Chief Executive Officer, the Trust’s views on air quality were 
canvassed.  As a result the Trust  consulted  Professor Frank Kelly,  Director of the Environment 
Research Group at King’s College, London. The Trust has since askedto be consulted by the City 
Council on air quality matters relating to St James’s in future.   Professor Kelly  . 

 
Air Quality – Still a problem in London 

An Article by Professor Frank Kelly 
 

“London is regarded by many as one of the greatest, most cosmopolitan cities on 
earth. It is blessed with a unique and rich diversity and is the home or workplace of over 8 
million people. London is also a city that has many challenges to address if it is to retain 
its current reputation - one of the most urgent of which is the desperate need to improve 
its air quality. 

 
Air pollution has been a serious problem in the Capital since the 16th Century – 

then owing to domestic coal burning and the city’s importance as a commercial and 
industrial centre. Today, London’s difficulties in controlling air quality are primarily 
related to pollution from traffic emissions - the largest contributor to toxic chemicals such 
as oxides of nitrogen (NOx) of which nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is one, and particulate matter 
(PM). Measured concentrations of PM under 10 microns in diameter (PM10) in London’s 
air have not shown any improvements since 1997, whilst the city has the highest annual 
average level of NO2 in Europe. It is not surprising then that the city (generally near busy 
roads) has been breeching European air quality laws every year since 2005 and currently 
there is no prospect of achieving compliance, even by 2012. However, a graver 
consequence of traffic-related air pollution is the significant risk that these particular 
emissions present to human health. For those who live/work in and visit London, 
exposure to air pollutants is high, whilst evidence of resulting adverse cardio/respiratory 
effects continues to emerge at an alarming rate. In the UK exposure to anthropogenic PM 
is estimated to reduce life expectancy by up 8 months, with an estimated cost of £8.5 - 20 
billion per annum.  
 

 
Road traffic is a major cause of air pollution in London 
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  There is no doubt that road transport is crucial to London, but if we are to move 
towards the point where pollution no longer poses a significant risk to human health, there 
must be a reduction in traffic congestion and a cleaner and greener element to what 
remains on the road.  
  An important measure to tackle pollution from vehicles, thereby improving the 
health and quality of life of Londoners, was the introduction across Greater London, in 
February 2008, of the world’s largest Low Emission Zone (LEZ). Encompassing most of 
the area within the M25, the LEZ can only be freely entered by vehicles meeting modern 
Euro emissions standards, thereby restricting entry to the oldest and most polluting 
vehicles. Given the worldwide worries about diesel emissions and about public health, 
especially that of children, the LEZ certainly has potential benefits. It is only through the 
introduction of such environmental schemes that we can aspire to London becoming a 
healthier and most pleasant place to be.” 
 
If you are interested in learning more about air quality in London – visit: www.londonair.org.uk 
 
Air Quality Authorities and Standards 
The European Union 
 
  Standards for ambient air quality are set by the European Union and have to be followed 
by the UK Government.  The EU also sets emission standards for vehicles and industry to reduce 
emissions from these sectors and is currently developing a new Air Quality Thematic Strategy and 
legislation. 
 
The UK Government  
 
  The Government is reviewing its Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland (2007)  The UK has a National Air Quality Strategy which sets out the UK air 
quality standards and the Government’s policies on Local Air Management.  
 

• 1968 and 1993 Clean Air Acts.  This resulted in considerable areas of the UK being 
declared Smoke Control Zones 

 
• 1995 Environment Act.  This included Local Air Quality management.. 

 
The Mayor of London 
 
  The Mayor has responded to the Government’s consultation on air quality and has created 
the Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy for London which includes:- 
 

• Reduction of vehicle traffic. 
• Reducing vehicle emissions  
• Low Emission Zones 
• Providing support for the Boroughs. 

 
WCC’s new Air Quality Strategy and Action Plan 
 
  Westminster City Council has been working to tackle air pollution since the early 1990s.    
In 1999,Westminster was the first authority in London to declare an Air Quality Management 
Area covering the entire borough, and in 2001, it was the first council in London to publish an Air 
Quality Strategy and Action Plan This plan now requires updating, as progress has been made 
along the lines suggested in it.. Work is now underway to update it, to refocus the City Council’s 
efforts and generate new actions with the overall aim of meeting the pollutant standards set out in 
the Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007). 
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Tom Moore, Irish Poet 
 

 

 
    

  

This plaque was removed from 28 Bury Street, prior to its 
demolition in 1962, to make way for the construction of the inappropriate 
Economist complex. The house, a fine building, was Tom Moore’s main 
residence in London. The plaque is now at 85 George Street W1 where Tom 
Moore lived for a short period.  

Tom Moore records that he had rooms on the second floor of No. 
28 Bury Street ‘off and on for ten or twelve years’. Letters of his written 
from this house (which was formerly No.27) cover the period 1805 - 1811. 

He was born in Dublin in 1779, was educated at Trinity College and 
studied law at the Middle Temple in London.  It was as a poet, translator, 
balladeer and singer that he found fame.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

!

 
Thomas Moore, a close friend of 
Lord Byron 

The verse below it typical of his ballads : 
 

‘Tis  the last rose of summer 
Left blooming alone; 

All her lovely companions 
Are faded and gone. 

 
 

 
Right: 27 Bury Street, which 
was later renumbered 28 

Derek St Clair-Stannard Esq. MBE, Legion 
d’Honneur, member of The Byron Society, writes:  

  
“When Tom Moore visited Lord Byron in the latter’s 

villa at Brenta outside Venice in 1819 he was presented with 
some 75 folio pages of Memoirs written, as Byron said, in his 
“finest, fiercest Caravaggio style”. This act was surely a 
great sign of Byron’s affection for the Irish poet especially 
because, at the time, he gave Moore the freedom to sell them 
if he were ever hard up.  He also told him he was at liberty to 
alter the MS and insert anything that pleased him about the 
author - even to contradict wherever necessary.  

In the event these Memoirs never saw the light of day 
as they were burned sheet by sheet in the fireplace of 
publisher John Murray’s drawing-room at 50 Albemarle 
Street, shortly after Byron’s death in 1824. As his friend 
Byron probably foresaw, Moore at one stage did go broke and 
sold the Memoirs to Murray. 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 

  The Trustees of the Jermyn Street Theatre have 
appointed Gene David Kirk as the theatre’s new artistic director. 
In March he produced Trumbo with Corin Redgrave to great 
acclaim and this was followed by Jet Set Go a musical which 
also sold out. This summer the Jermyn Street theatre will be 
performing Laurel & Hardy from 1st-18th July and then appearing 
at the Edinburgh Fringe.   
 

     Gene Kirk is certain that this unique 70 seat theatre can 
provide a venue where famous actors will wish to perform in forgotten classics and important new 
plays, as well as providing an opportunity for new young actors to make their way. He has 
convinced Mariam Karlin OBE to perform in Many Roads to Paradise in October for five weeks. 
A small theatre like this has an important role in the theatre world where it can test out plays and 
shows without great financial risk.  
Box office:  020 7287 2875 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhood Team 

 
If you wish to call the Mayfair & St James’s Safer Neighbourhood team the means of 
contact are Tel: 020 8721 2419, email: chris.m.scott@met.uk However, as the Team 
does not work nor 24 hours a day, nor every day of the week, call 0300 123 1212 or 999 
to report a crime. 
 

  
To quote from Edna O’Brien’s book “Byron in Love”, this burning “remains an act of collective 

vandalism and redounds badly on all…” She goes so far as to accuse Moore of “fecklessness” in having sold 
the MS in the first place.   This accusation is rather unfair, perhaps, bearing in mind Byron’s generous attitude 
when parting with his Memoirs.  
 

Lord Byron’s admired Moore’s Irish Melodies, first published in 1808.  In particular, he loved the 
songs such as “Believe Me if all Those Endearing Young Charms” ,still  popular today some 200 years after it 
was written. “He will live in his Irish Melodies” Byron wrote: “they will go down to posterity with the music: 
both will last as long as Ireland, or as music and poetry”. 

 
No doubt Byron was amused by his tiny friend, who was barely 5 ft tall. As a joke, he once penned a 

piece of doggerel: 
 
 

What are you doing now,  
Oh Thomas Moore? 

Sighing or suing now,  
Rhyming or wooing now,  

Billing or cooing now,  
Which, Thomas Moore? 

 
The admiration was mutual.  Some few years after the famous Romantic poet’s death in Greece          

in 1824, Lord Byron’s biography was on sale in bookshops throughout the world.  The biographer?        
Thomas Moore.” 
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A survey of paving in the Core Area of St James’s 
 
(Full report available on our website www.sjctrust.co.uk ) 
 

 
Typical damaged paving stone in St James’s 

In May and June 2008, the St James’s 
Conservation Trust carried out a survey of 
the paving stones in every street and 
courtyard in the core area of St James’s 
(see the map on page 8). The Trust has been 
conscious for some years that, not only are 
many of the paving stones cracked and 
need replacing but also, and more 
importantly, the quality of the paving is 
not of a sufficiently  appropriate standard 
for this historically important area; 
moreover it compares poorly with  the 
paving of other areas in Central London 
such as Regent Street. 

 
The survey was widely circulated to relevant City Councillors and Officers within Westminster 
City Council and discussions on this matter have since taken place with the City Council at the 
Sofitel Hotel in January and at the County Hall in April. Furthermore, there has been a petition 
from the owners of many of  the art galleries in St James’s who strongly support the need for 
better quality paving; in addition, letters of support have been received by distinguished members 
of the community. The City Council has responded positively to most of the survey’s   
conclusions but has stated that there is no funding available at present.  
 
 
Historical reasons for sound paving. 
 

 
An example of good paving using York stone 

In the 18th century, as the streets became 
busier, it was necessary to provide a portion 
of the highway where pedestrians were safe 
from the ever increasing horse drawn traffic 
and were clean and free from detritus of the 
vehicle highway. Moreover, footways gave 
an aesthetic setting to the many new elegant 
stone buildings being constructed at this time. 
 
The Westminster Paving Act 1762 set the 
standard for roads and footways in 
Westminster. St James’s Street and many of 
the footways were paved at this time with 
York stone. 

 
The improvements introduced by this Act were greatly admired for their aesthetic quality as well 
as for  the hygienic improvements they brought, and led to paving of streets in major European 
cities as well as throughout the United Kingdom. 
 
The Highways Act 1980 is the modern basis for the provisions of public carriageways and 
footways, and  obliges Westminster City to maintain the public highways, including the footways, 
at public expense. 
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Findings of the Survey 
 
The six streets in St James’s with the highest number of damaged paving stones irrespective of the 
severity  of the damage and length of the street  were as follows:- 
 
Severity Street Damaged  

stones 
1st King Street 243   (Since repaired) 
2nd St James’s Square 172 
3rd Pall Mall 165 
4th Waterloo Place 155 
5th St James’s Street 104 
6th Lower Regent Street 86 
All of St James’s  Total paving stones damaged 1329 
 
Taking into account the degree of severity of damage and the length of the streets, King Street was 
still the worst, followed by Waterloo Place.  
 
Cause of damage and surface materials 
 
The survey shows that many of the paving stones have been damaged by the weight of heavy 
vehicles mounting the footway. The City Council considers this can be resolved by embedding 
paving stones in wet cement to provide a stronger base. 
 
The survey shows that only a small proportion of the streets in St James’s are paved with the 
stronger and more aesthetically attractive York stone. Furthermore, about 17 % of the streets are 
paved with tarmac, including historically important streets such as Carlton House Terrace. 
 
The future 
 
The St James’s Conservation Trust has emphasised that 
concrete and tarmac paving should be replaced by York 
stone. The City Council has responded by saying there are 
newer materials which are stronger and aesthetically 
superior to concrete which could be used in St James’s but 
at present there are no funds available for this work.  The 
Trust will continue to urge the City Council to improve 
the quality of the paving in St James’s and  will not be 
satisfied until a firm programme is in place  to pave all the 
streets of St James’s with high quality materials. The 
programme must include priorities for the work and an 
estimate of the funds needed to implement it over, if 
necessary, a period of years. 

The Trust would like Crown Passage (pictured to 
the right) to be paved in York stone. 

 

 

 
Bollards 
In February 2009, a number of bollards were removed from the footways of St 
James’s by the City Council as part of their policy of removing street clutter. 
These were mostly from Ryder Street and resulted in objections from several 
of the neighbouring art galleries and book shops. Trust is currently consulting 
both the City Council and English Heritage and the matter will be the subject 
of the next news letter. 
The bollard pictured on the right is an item of heritage and was replaced on the 
 insistence of local people.  
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Patrons and Art Inspiration 
 

Mall Galleries 
 
Discretely tucked away from view, 

behind The Mall’s handsome plain trees you 
will find what used to be one of London’s 
best-kept secrets. The spacious Mall Galleries 
are housed in the podium and lower floors of 
number 17 Carlton House Terrace. Newly 
refurbished, they are now the national focal 
point for contemporary figurative art – and a 
hive of activity. 

 
The Mall Galleries have long 

benefited from patrons in the St James’ Area. 
A quick look at our records reveals that over 
forty works of art have been purchased by 
people based in the vicinity.   

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Royal Society of Portrait Painters  
can be contacted  at The Federation of 
British Artists,  The Mall Galleries, 17 
Carton House Terrace , London SW1Y 5BD,       

 Tel:  020 7930 6844, email:    
 info@mallgalleries.com 

 

 
Jermyn Street  by Pete Brown 
 

 
 
The Last to Leave  by Richard 
Foster 
 

 
 
Tim Keown,former Chairman of the 
RAC Club, by David Cobley 

 Local patrons have not just bought – they 
have commissioned too: seventeen portraits by 
Members of the Royal Society of Portrait 
Painters, and several paintings of buildings, have 
been commissioned by people in the St James’ 
Conservation Area.  

 
 Clubs have proved to be particularly 
important patrons for portrait painters.  The Royal 
Automobile Club, for example, has commissioned 
three portraits in recent years: “HRH Prince 
Michael of Kent” by Paul Brason graces their 
elegant stairwell, and former chairmen, by artists 
David Cobley and Sergei Pavlenko, are 
prominently displayed. The Clubs themselves 
have also been the inspiration for works of art, 
such as “The Last to Leave” by Richard Foster.  
 
 In fact the elegant architecture in this area 
inspires many of our artists and Peter Brown is 
seen so often painting in this part of London that 
he has become known as ‘Pete the Street’. Mall 
Galleries have definitely benefited from the 
generous patronage of its neighbours in the St 
James’s Conservation Area – for this we thank 
you. 
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Support for the St James’s Conservation Trust 
 

We who care for St James’s are all too aware that this unique area is a fragile 
treasure which is under intense threat from destructive influences. The energies of the 
Trust are actively spent preserving St James’s for future generations to enjoy. In running 
the Trust, the Trustees give their time free and, apart from an administrator, the overheads 
of the Trust are modest. Most of the donations we receive are devoted to meeting the costs 
of essential planning and legal advice. 
 

There are many calls on the Trust’s funds. Some are predictable, but most occur 
on an ad hoc basis, in response to events. Over the past ten years, the Trust has received 
many generous donations from its friends and these funds have been used sparingly and 
wisely. The Trust only has small reserves, and without the generosity of its supporters, 
there is a danger that the Trust might be unable to continue its work through lack of funds.  
Now, once more, we are appealing to our old friends for help. It is estimated that our 
present annual expenditure will be about £100,000, and we still need donations to reach 
this sum. We look forward to the day when we have accumulated sufficient regular 
support to go some way towards producing an adequate annual income. 
 

The Trustees of the St James’s Conservation Trust would, therefore, welcome 
donations and an annual commitment would greatly help the Trust in establishing a sound 
financial base. In addition, legacies made in favour of the Trust would materially ensure 
the future of the important work of the Trust. All donations will be formally 
acknowledged and the value of donations from private individuals would be greatly 
enhanced if donors completed the Gift Aid enclosed. Cheques should be made out to the 
St James’s Conservation Trust and sent to:- 

The Administrator 
St James’s Conservation Trust 

c/o Morgan Cole Solicitors 
Buxton Court 

3 Westway  
Oxford  OX2 OSZ  

Mobile: 07821 377299 
 
Alternatively, the standing order form to be found on the Website can be made out to the 

Trust’s bankers:- 
Adam & Company PLC 

22 King Street 
London, SW1Y 6QY 

Tel: 020 7839 4615 

 

The Trust is most grateful to Gillian Tindall, the historian and her husband, Richard Lansdown for  
proof reading each Newletter. 
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St James’s Square Gardens in early Spring time 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




