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The threat to historic St James’s 

 
 Over the past twenty years, there has been an accelerated deterioration in the 
character and atmosphere of St James’s. Historically, it has been relatively quiet and has 
been a unique environment, with St James’s Palace, the clubs, traditional specialist shops 
and many other listed buildings. 
  The increase in large offices, restaurants and bars has brought intolerable 
noise and unwelcome footfall from the neighbouring West End. Forty years ago, 
Leicester Square had high quality restaurants and clubs and its deterioration was caused 
by the same factors now attacking historic St James’s. 
 

Purposes of the Trust 
 1.  To promote high standards of planning and architecture in, or affecting, the 
area. 
 2.  To secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of 
features of historic, or public interest, in the area. 
 3.  To maintain the character and atmosphere of the area, with its social fabric, 
collection of ancient shops and gentlemen’s clubs. 
4.To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history and 
architecture of the area. 

 
Diary of Events 

 
Date Event Purpose 
21st April  Luncheon   hosted by Adam & 

Company for the Trust and attended 
by The Rt. Hon. Michael Howard 
QC,MP, Senior councillors and 
officers and acoustic experts. 

To discuss noise nuisance in the 
core area of St James’s . 
The Trust has since  been consulted 
by the City Council  on their  
“Noise Issues and Options Report”. 

24th June  Luncheon hosted by the Lord Mayor 
of Westminster and attended by 
members of the residential and 
business community of St James’s. 

To celebrate the Tenth anniversary 
of the foundation of the Trust. – See 
page 3. 

10th July  A luncheon hosted by Berry Bros. & 
Rudd and attended by a number of 
supporters of the Trust. 

To support the work of the Trust. 

22nd 
September 

Claridges reception for the Residents’ 
Society of Mayfair & St James’s.  

The Trust manned a stand 
portraying the activities and 
achievements of the Trust. 

7th October Reception hosted by the East India 
Club.  

Presentation on the proposed 
enhancement of St James’s Square- 
See pages 6 & 7. 
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Lord Mayor of Westminter’s Luncheon- 24th June 2008 

 
The Right worshipful, The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Cllr Louise Hyams hosted a 
luncheon for the St James’s Conservation Trust at Westminster City Hall, on 24th June 
2008, to mark the 10th anniversary of the foundation of the Trust. 
 
Among those present were:  Lord Kalms, the Hon. Dominic Elliot, Sir Michael Burton, 
Sir Simon Jenkins and members of the business and residential community of St James’s. 
 

 

 
 
John Beveridge Esq, QC , Chairman of the St James’s Conservation Trust presenting the Lord 
Mayor with a limited edition print of a picture of St James’s Street by  Julian Barrow.  Alongside 
the Lord Mayor is the Hon Dominic Elliot, one of the founders of the Trust in 1998. Also present 
is Mrs Rebecca Beveridge. 
 
 
 

Meetings held in the City Hall 
 

Date Event Purpose 
5th June Presentation at Westminster City Hall  by Peter 

Heath RIBA MRTPI  for senior planning 
Councillors and officers. 

An explanation of the main 
principles of the “ St James’s 
Suitable Architecture “ report. 

1st July  On site meeting with senior engineers. Controlling improperly parked 
bicycles-See page 4. 

14th October Meeting with Director of Transportation  
attended by the Chairman. 

Controlling improperly parked 
bicycles- see page 4. 
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The improper parking of bicycles in the core area of St James’s 
 

 
 

Bicycles parked in King Street, St James’s 
 
 
 

Following the carrying out of a survey of improperly parked bicycles in the core area of St 
James’s in April 2008 and a confirmatory survey one month later, the St James’s Conservation 
Trust engaged its solicitors to draft a byelaw for the control and removal of improperly parked 
bicycles. These two documents were forwarded to the City Council for their consideration. This 
resulted in an on-site meeting with two senior engineers in July 2008 and a meeting with the 
Director of Transportation in October 2008, at which the Chairman of the Trust was present. 
 
The confirmatory survey on Tuesday 20th May 2008 showed that there were 267 bicycles parked 
in the core area of St James’s, of which 162 were improperly parked. Generally, where parking 
stands (Sheffields-see picture 46) were available, they were used-but not fully. It was estimated 
that the area needs another 140 parking places and it is the City Council’s policy to gradually 
provide more, year by year. These will be sited in suitable locations that are aesthetically 
acceptable. 
 
At the City Council meeting in October, it was clear that Westminster City Council, whilst 
confirming that it is pro-cycling, accepts that the present situation of improper parking of bicycles 
is unacceptable and must be controlled. These bicycles cause an obstruction on the public 
footways and can be dangerous to pedestrians.  The City Council intends,  to begin with, to use its 
existing powers to remove one or two bicycles that are causing an obstruction, whether they are 
fixed to street furniture or private railings, in the expectation that other cyclists will be deterred 
from  improper parking. The City Council will follow this stage with other legal powers such a 
byelaw, or a road traffic order. 
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The amended “Area of Benefit of the St James’s Conservation Trust” 
 

 
The red line on the map above shows the amended area of benefit of the Trust, which was 
approved by The Charity Commission in July 2008.   Previously, the eastern boundary went no 
further than the buildings on the eastern side of Church Passage, Duke of York Street, running 
around to the buildings on the eastern side of St James’s Square, then along the northern side of 
Charles II Street and including all of Waterloo Place and Carlton House Terrace.  As can be seen 
from the map, it now includes the eastern side of Lower Regent Street which more accurately 
represents most of historic St James’s 
 
Trust Administrative changes 
 
During the period of the reporting of this News Letter the St James’s Conservation Trust 
has made a number of important administrative changes as follows:- 
 

• Registered Office Address. This is now c/o Morgan Cole Solicitors (ref JPR), Buxton 
Court, 3 West Way, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX2 0SZ.- Contact is Mr.Paddy Roche, 
Partner, Tel:01865 262600, email: paddy.roche@morgan-cole.com 

 
The “7 St James’s Square“ address is no longer used, and the majority of Trust 
correspondence  should be sent to  The Administrator, 5 Twycross Road,  
Charterhouse,  Godalming,   Surrey GU7 2HH –Contact is Brian Woodham, 
Tel:01483-239 875, email:Mr. brianwoodham@tiscali.co.uk 

 
• Companies House and Charity Commission matters. These are now handled by 

Morgan Cole Solicitors. 
 

• Accountants. They are now  Linn Maggs Goldwin, 2-4 Great Eastern Street, 
London,  EC2A 3NT- Contact is Mr. Frank J McDowell FMAAT, Partner, Tel: 020 
7247 8477, email: fmcdowell@linnmaggsgoldwin.co.uk. 
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The Enhancement of St James’s Square 
 

In 1999, the St James’s Conservation Trust, in its seminal document “ Conserving Historic St 
James’s” by Peter Heath RIBA MRTPI,  made proposals for the enhancement of St James’s 
Square. It was recognised that this famous historic square suffered from excessively fast traffic 
flow which posed dangers to pedestrians entering the garden; in addition, the entrances to the 
gardens, particularly on the north, east and west sides were blocked by parked cars and lamp 
posts. Much of the paving was cracked and the footway was too narrow for pedestrian use around 
the external ring of the garden.   
 
The St James’s Conservation Trust has, over the past, nearly, ten years, been a driving force for 
the enhancement of the Square and is now working closely with the City Council to bring about 
the much needed changes.In 2007, the Rose Foundation granted £10,000 to the Trust for 
“financing the First Stages of the professional analysis and design work needed to remedy the 
eroded character of St James’s”.  This money has acted as a catalyst to begin design work by the 
City Council and  has been used to pay Atkins Limited for Peter Heath’s work with West One, a 
Department of Transportation consultant. The Rose Foundation, in 2008, has made a further grant 
of £10,000 for “refining the scope and detail of the preferred option for improvement.”  Design 
work has progressed throughout 2008 and will continue in 2009. English Heritage has advised  
the design team  and City Council on the various options for the enhancement. 
 
Since 2006, Westminster City Council has become increasing involved in the enhancement of the 
Square and the Department of Transportation, under its director, Mr Martin Low CEng, 
MICE,MIHT,MCMI,  has formed a partnership with the St James’s Conservation Trust, in whose 
Area of Benefit the Square falls, and  the St James’s Square Trust, founded by Act of Parliament  
in 1726. 
 
On 7th October 2008, by courtesy of their Chairman, the St James’s Conservation Trust held a 
reception and presentation at the East India Club on the proposed enhancement of the Square by 
Peter Heath. This was attended by the Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillors and planning 
officers together with local interests including architects and stakeholders in the Square. A further 
explanation of the proposals was made by Peter Heath to the St James’s Square Trust on 23rd 
October 2008. In due course the refined proposals will be forwarded for approvals by 
Westminster City Council, but before this can happen there will be a statutory period of public 
consultations. An information pack on the proposal can be obtained from the Administrator to the 
Trust. It is anticipated that the full cost of the project will amount to about £1.5 million to be 
found by the City Council, but it can be implemented in stages, as funding becomes available. 
Stakeholders wishing to support this project financially should contact Martin Low at the City 
Council, hopefully. 
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A sketch of the proposed enhanced Square looking West- by Atkins Limited 
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Giro  - a famous Alsation dog 
 

In 1870, after the unification of Germany, 8 
and 9 Carlton House Terrace, known as 
Prussia House, became the Imperial German 
Embassy. After World War One, the last 
Ambassador during the Weimar Republic 
period was Leopold von Hoesch. In 1934, 
his beloved Alsatian dog died and he buried 
it in the garden of 9 Carlton House Terrace 
where he placed a memorial stone which 
still stands on the east side of the building. 
 
Two years later the Ambassador died from a 
stroke in his Carlton House residence. He 
was only 55, but continuous worries about 
his new masters who had taken over in 
Berlin in 1933 and the strain which they put 
on Anglo-German relations were too much 
for him. 
 
The British Government bade him an 
impressive farewell. His coffin was taken 
on a gun-carriage from Carlton House 
Terrace to Victoria Station. The funeral 
cortege was led by two companies of the 
Grenadier Guards, while a 19-gun salute 
was fired from St James’s Park. Among the 
mourners walking behind the coffin were 
the Foreign Secretary, Sir Anthony Eden 
and the whole diplomatic corps. The public 
realised that this was a tribute to the last 
representative of a democratic Germany and 
he was replaced Joachim von Ribbentrop a 
senior member of the Third Reich. 
 
Ribbentrop arrived in October 1936 and 
marked the new age with a large rebuilding 
programme which was to be completed in 
time for the Coronation of King George VI 
in 1937. Nos.8 and 9 Carlton House Terrace 
were made into a single building inside and 
only the fact that the Nash Terrace was a 
listed building saved the facades from being 
included in Ribenntrop’s plan to establish  
the Third Reich architecture in the centre of 
the British capital.  
 

 

 
             “Giro”, ein truer Begleiter! London 
                     im Februar 1934, Hoesch 
 
       All that remains of 138 years of German diplomatic history 
            in London at 9 Carlton House Terrace – the grave of 
            “Giro”, an Alsation, the beloved pet of  an Ambassador 
 

 
                       1-9 Carlton House Terrace 
                        Grade I 1827-29 
             by John Nash with Sir James Pennethorne 

The renovation was exhaustive, money was no object. By combining the two buildings the old 
Embassy had lost its large ballroom used for concerts and dances. That was where, in July 1857, 
the Prussian Minister Count Bernstorff gave the great ball, attended by Queen Victoria, to 
celebrate the engagement of the Queen's eldest daughter "Vicky" to the Prussian Crown Prince 
and short-lived future Emperor Frederick III. 
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Mayfair & St James’s Safer Neighbourhood Panel 

 
Mr John Beveridge QC, Chairman of the St James’s Conservation Trust is also the 

Chairman of the Mayfair & St James’s Safer Neighbourhood Panel, which works in association 
with the Metropolitan Police’s Mayfair & St James’s Safer Neighbourhood Team, commanded by 
Sergeant Chris Scott. Mr Brian Woodham, Administrator to the Trust is also a member. It is 
evident that many of the Trust’s amenity concerns are also the concerns of the Panel  and its City 
Council representatives. 
 
The Metropolitan Police have very recently issued the following notice for contacting the Police. 
. 

 
New Police Phone Number 

  
If it is believed that a crime is in progress, life is in danger or any other emergency then 999 
should be called without delay. The hearing of gun shots would fall into this category. 
  
For non-emergency's we have a new number for all areas of London - 0300 123 1212. This 
replaces the phone numbers in use for the various police stations in the area. This should be 
called to report a crime which has already occurred and the suspect has long gone. It can be 
called for enquires / reassurance into police activity, for example if a resident of the square was 
worried that there was a lot of police activity in the square over night. 
  
This new number in no way affects the ability to call the Safer Neighbourhood team direct,( 020 
8721 2419,Mobile 07920 233 941, email Chris.M.Scott@met.uk,) however,  as the Team does 
not work every day or 24 hours - to report a crime which has occurred, then 0300 123 1212 or 
999 should always be used. 
 
The Panel’s present priorities  are  dealing with :-  

• Alcohol fuelled disorder. 
• Anti-social behaviour, including begging,  which is having an adverse effect on the area.. 

 

 
Mason’s Yard  

Babmaes Street  
        Jermyn Street 

 
      Piccadilly south 

 
The Ritz 
colonnade 

 
Vagrants are constantly seen begging on Green Park tube station steps, in the Ritz Hotel 

colonnade, Jermyn Street and sleeping in Babmaes Street.  All streets off and around Piccadilly 
are being targeted by the Police. Babmaes Street was singled out as an area which was 
particularly bad, with vagrants regularly leaving their rubbish there. 
 

The Panel is aware that many vagrants, although having a serious anti-social effect on the 
core area of St James’s, have mental health and drug problems. Because of this, the Police and the 
City Council exercise a humane attitude and are taking positive steps to try to help these people.  
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ONE FLEW OVER THE POMFRET 
 
 By courtesy of The Royal Over-Seas League and Margaret Adrian-Vallanc 
 
Margaret Adrian-Vallance looks at old prints of Over-Seas House showing the Gothic castle next 
door and a drama on the roof  
 
 
 
In June 1851 a hot air balloon carrying 
Mr. and Mrs. Graham crashed onto the 
roof of Rutland House (then known as 
16Arlington Street) and caused 
considerable damage as depicted in a 
lithograph of the same year. The 
balloon then bounced off onto some 
chimney stacks where the basket and 
the Grahams became stuck.   
 
                     Rutland House 
 

 
 
Damaged on take off from a race course near the Great Exhibition, the balloon had managed to skim the 
trees in Kensington Gardens and nearly landed safely in the Park before a ‘boisterous wind’  took it ever 
upwards. Hundreds of people watched as the Grahams were eventually rescued by the police via Park 
Place.  Although hot air balloons were not unknown at the time - the first was launched in 1783 by Pilatre 
De Rozier with a sheep, duck and chicken as passengers - this precarious flight was big news.  
 
As the agitated Grahams approached 16 Arlington Street in their basket, they would have seen the Gothic 
splendor and turrets of Pomfret Castle looming up at no 18. The castle was commissioned in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
1757 by the Countess of Pomfret, nee Henrietta Louisa Jeffreys, grand daughter of the famous ‘Hanging 
Judge’ Jeffreys. Her love of all things Gothic made for a wonderfully incongruous addition to the sky line. 
 
Nestling between the Castle and Rutland House is The Gatehouse which was then the main entrance to 
Rutland House. It can still be seen at the end of Arlington Street, just past Le Caprice restaurant. When it 
was built in 1736 it was a great novelty to have a gatehouse with a court yard and stabling at the front of a 
house. These were usually positioned at the back. The design by the architect James Gibbs caught on in a 
big way. It was convenient, gave a  house privacy and muffled the sounds from the street. 
 
Although the fairy tale castle has been replaced by modern buildings and a cavernous car park, Rutland 
House, Vernon House, and William Kent House are still pleasingly recognizable today. 
 

 
William Kent House                      Pomfret Castle(Now Arlington House)        Rutland House (RO-SL)     Vernon Hose (RO-SL) 
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Box office: 020 7287 2875 
The Jermyn Street Theatre is a 
very special 70 seat theatre, under the 
patronage of HRH Princess Michael of 
Kent, in the centre of the West End of 
London which gives talented new actors, 
directors and writers with the opportunity 
to be recognized and given a platform in 
the best West-End Studio Theatre. It 
provides a much needed small theatre in 
the heart of St James and is run by its 
two founders, Howard Jameson and 
Penny Horner. 

5th January - 7th March 2009 
INSIDE INTELLIGENCE presents  
THREE WOMEN by Sylvia Plath 
 
Following almost two years of negotiations with the 
publisher, Faber  and Faber, and the Plath Estate,  Jermyn 
Street Theatre is proud to have been chosen to present the 
first revival of the only play by  Sylvia Plath which she 
wrote for radio and was broadcast in 1962. 
……………………………………………………………. 
 
10th February-14th March 2009 
PRIMAVERA PRODUCTIONS present 
SATURDAY NIGHT by Stephen Sondheim 
 
A stylish musical comedy by legendary Pulitzer Prize-
winning composer Stephen Sondheim. 
 
A sparkiling story of love,ambition and friendship unfolds 
over a series of  Saturday nights in Sondheim’s hugely 
enjoyable first musical.  
 
Packed with dazzling choreography and show-stopping 
music. 
  
 

 
 Correspondence to the Trust  

 
1.         My colleague Kath Oxenham has passed 
to me the copy of this study which you 
thoughtfully sent us. It is a very interesting and 
highly practical guide to good   planning and 
architectural practice in our local area, and I am 
delighted to add it to the stock of this library's 
art & design collection. 

 Many thanks!  

 Yours sincerely  

  Peter Collins  
  Arts Librarian  
  Westminster Reference Library  
  35 St. Martin's Street  
  London WC2H 7HP 

 2.       On behalf of the Library Committee, it is 
my pleasure to thank you very much for sending 
us a copy of the most interesting analysis of 
‘Architecture Suitable for St.James’s’. I shall 
display it as our ‘Book of the Month’ – the highest 
accolade I can bestow on a new publication – 
before putting it in the Library, where I am sure it 
will be much appreciated by members. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sheila Markham 

Librarian, The Travellers Club 

 
Letters to the Editor 

 
The Trustees would welcome letters from readers concerning the history, architecture, commerce 
and social life of St James’s, for inclusion in News Letters.  
 Letters (which would not for publication in the News Letters) containing evidence which could 
be used by the Trust to support future planning and licensing objections to Westminster City 
Council, would also  be welcomed. 
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Support for the St James’s Conservation Trust 
 

You who care for St James’s are all too aware that this unique area is a fragile treasure 
which is under intense threat from destructive influences. The energies of the Trust are actively 
spent preserving St James’s for future generations to enjoy. In running the Trust, the Trustees 
give their time free and, apart from an administrator, the overheads of the Trust are modest. Most 
of the donations it receives are devoted to meeting the costs of essential planning and legal 
advice. 
 

There are many calls on the Trust’s funds. Some are predictable, but most occur on an ad 
hoc basis, in response to events. For example, the implications of the new Green Park 
Underground Station   has led to expenditure in preserving the amenity of  those living and 
working  in  the vicinity of this major  development. 
 

Over the past ten years, the Trust has received many generous donations from its friends 
and these funds have been used sparingly and wisely. The Trust only has small reserves, and 
without the generosity of its supporters, there is a danger that the Trust might be unable to 
continue its work through lack of funds.  Now, once more, we are appealing to our old friends for 
help. It is estimated that our present annual expenditure will be about £100,000, and we still need 
donations to reach this sum. We look forward to the day when we have accumulated sufficient 
regular support to go some way towards producing an adequate annual income. 
 

The Trustees of the St James’s Conservation Trust would, therefore, welcome donations 
and an annual commitment would greatly help the Trust in establishing a sound financial base. In 
addition, legacies made in favour of the Trust would materially ensure the future of the important 
work of the Trust. All donations will be formally acknowledged and the value of donations from 
private individuals would be greatly enhanced if donors completed the Gift Aid enclosed. 
Cheques should be made out to the St James’s Conservation Trust and sent to:- 
 

The Administrator 
St James’s Conservation Trust 

C/o Morgan Cole solicitors 
Buxton Court 

3 Westway  
Oxford  OX2 OSZ  

Mobile: 07821 377299 
 

Alternatively, the standing order form to be found on the Website can be  
made out to the Trust’s bankers:- 

 
Adam and Company plc 

22 King Street 
London, SW1Y 6QY 
Tel: 020 7839 4615 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




